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NEW SCHOLARSHIPS ESTABLISHED

The following scholarships were established through the Kewanee Schools Foundation to benefit KHS students.

This memorial scholarship
was established in 2025 by her fam-
ily. Carol was a 1960 graduate of
Kewanee High School. With a strong
work ethic, she attended Black
Hawk College, where she developed
an aptitude for early computer tech-
nology and data entry that contribut-
ed to her professional success. She
urged her three children to pursue a
secondary education, either college
or military.

The scholarship is awarded
annually to a Kewanee High School
graduate pursuing post-secondary
education at a community college,
vocational, or career-track program.
Academic ranking is not a primary
consideration; instead, emphasis
is placed on the applicant’s char-
acter, determination, and potential
for program completion and future

SUCCESS.

The Albert DeConinck Fam-
ily Scholarship was established in
2025 by Karen DeConinck in mem-
ory of her husband Al DeConinck, a
graduate of Kewanee High School
Class of 1959, and her daughter
Barbara (DeConinck) Bowman, a
KHS graduate in 1986.

This scholarship is awarded
annually to a Kewanee High School
graduate pursuing post-secondary

education at a community college or
university.

The Patricia (Snider) Sullens
Nursing Scholarship was estab-
lished in 2026 by the family of Pa-
tricia (Snider) Sullens to honor her
lifelong dedication to nursing and
education.

Patricia is a 1952 graduate
of Kewanee High School. Follow-
ing high school, she attended St.
Francis Hospital (Kewanee) School
of Nursing and later earned her
Bachelor of Science in Nursing from
St. Ambrose University. She taught
at St. Francis Hospital (Kewanee)
School of Nursing. She served as
Director of Nursing at Kewanee
Public Hospital, taught the Nurs-
ing Assistant Program, after which
she served as the school nurse for
Kewanee School District #229 from
1969-1999. Patricia established
the Health Occupations Program
at Kewanee High School, reflecting
her commitment to student success
and career readiness.

Each year, one scholarship
shall be awarded to a qualified
graduating senior from Kewanee
High School. The recipient shall also
receive the scholarship for each of
the three succeeding years, provid-
ed the student maintains full-time
enrollment and good academic and

social standing.

Jerry and Sharon Gustafson,
class of 1958 supported Kewanee
schools as parents and lifelong
fans. Jerry coached in the district for
over 25 years, mostly as a volunteer.
Being from modest means they un-
derstood the value of working hard
and strived to provide their children
with opportunities that were not
available to them. Even though their
life and family circumstances pre-
vented them from attending college,
they were very proud of the fact that
their five children were able to grad-
uate from college. All of Jerry and
Sharon’s children achieved success
by modeling the hard work, respon-
sibility, and sacrifice demonstrated
by their parents.

In their honor and following
the example they set, this award
is designed to assist a graduating
senior with college expenses. It
honors a senior who has excelled
academically and demonstrates the
personal characteristics of honesty,
hard work, and dedication to family.
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Six students have earned the highest academic honors in the Kewanee High School Class of 2026. Four graduates share the
distinction of valedictorian, while two graduates have been named salutatorians.
The valedictorians are Katlyn Carton, Kendyl DeBlieck, Kalleigh Gale, and Taylor VanWinkle.
The salutatorians are London Pettis and Jack Anderson.

Katlyn Carton is the daughter of Karyn junior class president, and senior executive vice president;

‘F and Randy Carton. Her extracurricular Fellowship of Christian Athletes (4 years); National Honor
activities included volleyball (4 years), Society (2 years), serving as president; and girls basketball
winter cheerleading (4 years), serving as (2 years), including one year as varsity captain. Her honors
both JV and varsity captain, track (1 year), include lllinois State Scholar, Academic All-Conference, Seal
band (2 years), Key Club (4 years), junior of Biliteracy, February Elks Teen of the Month, IPA Leader-

class board member, and FFA (4 years), ship Award, Key Club Distinguished President, Distinguished
where she served as historian, secretary, Secretary, Distinguished Treasurer, All-Conference Honorable
and president. Her honors include September Elks Teen of Mention in Volleyball, and the Travis Weaver Leadership
the Month, Travis Weaver Leadership Award, Gold Chapter Award. Taylor plans to attend lllinois State University and
President, State FFA Degree, Academic All-Conference rec- major in nursing.

ognition, lllinois State Scholar Award, National Honor Society | ondon Pettis is the daughter of Tami
officer, and the Commendation of Biliteracy. Katlyn plansto  pettis and Eric Tucker. Her extracurricular
attend the University of Minnesota, majoring in marketing activities included band (4 years), tennis

with a minor in sports management. (4 years), choir (one semester), fall play
Kendyl DeBlieck is the daughter of Mark (1 year), contest play (3 years), and musi-
and Tara DeBlieck. Her extracurricular cal theater (1 year). Her honors include
activities included volleyball, Key Club, and All-Sectional Cast for Contest Play, lllinois
Student Council. She received numerous State Scholar, and National Honor Society member. London
honors, including Student of the Month, plans to attend Black Hawk College to earn an Associate of
lllinois State Scholar Award, National Honor Science degree before transferring to the University of lllinois
Society officer, and Academic All-Confer- to major in biochemistry with a minor in music.

ence recognition. Kendyl plans to attend
the University of lowa and major in biology.

Kalleigh Gale is the daughter of Kraig and
Dawn Gale. Her extracurricular activities
included softball (4 years), cheerleading

Jack Anderson is the son of Greg and

Katie Anderson. His extracurricular activ-
ities included golf (2022-2025), serving
as co-captain throughout his high school
career; marching band (2 years); pep band
(4 years), FFA (4 years), Student Council (4 years); concert band (4 years); jazz band
(4 years), volleyball (2 years), and Nation- (4 years); jazz combo (4 years); basketball
al Honor Society (2 years). Her honors (1 year); wrestling (1 year); FFA (4 years);

include lllinois State Scholar, IHSA Class 2A  FFA Agronomy Team (2 years); FFA Parliamentary Procedure
Second Team All-State Pitcher (2024 and Team (2 years); Leadership Team (2 years); class president
2025), Class 2A Third Team All-State Pitcher (2023), Seal (1 year); Student Council (1 year); Key Club (4 years); student

of Biliteracy, Elks Teen of the Month, 2025 Illinois FFA State photographer for The Kewanee Voice (2 years); and student
Proficiency Winner in Food Service Entrepreneurship, Top 10  reporter for The Kewanee Voice (1 year). His honors include
Chapter President in lllinois FFA (2025), and the IPA Lead- the Coaches and Athletic Director Award for Golf (2023),
ership Award. Kalleigh plans to continue her softball career  Academic All-Conference in Golf (2024 and 2025), National
at Augustana College while studying biology and Spanish on Honor Society membership, FFA Greenhand Degree, Ke-

the pre-physician assistant track. wanee Elks Club Student of the Month (September 2025),
Taylor VanWinkle is the daughter of James lllinois State Scholar, FFA Chapter Degree, 18 District Level
and Kelly VanWinkle. Her extracurricu- | Music Awards at Solo and Ensemble Contest, membership
lar activities included volleyball (4 years, in the Three-Time Music Sweepstakes State Champion band
including two years as varsity captain), Key program (2024-2026), and the FFA State Degree. Jack
Club (4 years), where she served as fresh- plans to attend the University of North Carolina, where he
man board member, treasurer, secretary, will major in environmental biology and minor in political
and president; Student Council (4 years), science.

serving as sophomore class vice president,




Dear Alumni & Friends,

Thanks to you—our donors, alumni, and friends—the Kewanee Schools
Foundation continues to thrive as an important nonprofit partner of the
Kewanee School District.

Our success is possible because of people like you who value education
and are willing to invest in a culture of growth, collaboration, and trust.

On behalf of the Kewanee Schools Foundation, | extend our heartfelt
gratitude for helping us fulfill our mission: to expand educational
opportunities for students in the Kewanee School District and promote
community engagement.

We are continually identifying new ways to meet the evolving needs of our schools—whether through
classroom innovation, facility improvements, technology enhancements, cultural experiences, or new
educational programs. We are also committed to keeping you informed and connected through our
newsletters, class reunion tours, social media channels, and website. We hope you will continue to follow
our work and stay in touch. We always enjoy hearing from our alumni and friends.

As we look to the future, your support remains vital. Please consider making a contribution to our
Annual Fund Campaign. Your gift—whether large or small—can be directed to a specific fund that is
meaningful to you or designated as unrestricted, allowing us to address the areas of greatest need.

You may also wish to join our Legacy Society, which recognizes individuals who have chosen to
leave a lasting impact by including the Foundation in their estate plans. Through these thoughtful gifts,
donors help ensure that future generations of Kewanee students will continue to benefit from enhanced
educational opportunities.

Finally, | want to express my sincere appreciation to our dedicated Board of Directors. This diverse
group of volunteers provides vision, leadership, and hours of service that contribute greatly to the
Foundation’s success. | am equally grateful to each of you who understands the transformative value of
investing in education.

Thank you for your continued support of the Kewanee Schools Foundation and the students we serve.
Wishing you a wonderful summer!

Sincerely,

P.S. You can use the convenient remittance envelope attached, call us at

J’éffrey W. Johnson 309) 856-8702, or donate online at www.kewaneeschoolsfoundation.org.
Executive Director All gifts are tax-deductible as allowable by law. Thank you!

UPCOMING CLASS REUNIONS

The CLASS OF 1966 60th reunion will be held on The CLASS OF 1981 45th class reunion will be held on
Saturday, September 19, 2026. For further information Saturday, October 10, 2026. For further information
please contact Mary (Turnbull) DeClercq at marter68@  contact Kim (Townsend) DeClercq at kdeclrg81@yahoo.
yahoo.com or Jan (Sandberg) May at fraumay@yahoo. com.
com.

The CLASS OF 2016 10th reunion will be held Friday,
The CLASS OF 1976 50th class reunion will be held September 6, 2026. For further information please
Saturday, October 10, 2026. For further information contact Hailee Talbot at hailee700@gmail.com.
please contact Judy (Buffett) Kelly at 309/853-6569 or
buffy31458@gmail.com.
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The 2026 Kewanee High School com-
mencement ceremony was held Sunday,
May 17, in the H.F. Brockman Gymnasium,
during which the following awards and
scholarships were presented to graduating
seniors.

GABRIEL ANDERSON - The
Frank and Fannie Lay Kewanee
High School Award, The Harriet
McCarthy Math Scholarship;
BREANNA HAMPTON - The Frank
and Fannie Lay Kewanee High
School Award, The Caring Spirit
Award; ESMERALDA MARTINEZ
- The Elk’s Trophy, Kathryn L.

Kirley Memorial Scholarship, Heidi
Heinrich Memorial Scholarship,
James John Kostadelos Scholarship;
JAZLYN DEARING - The Chamber
of Commerce Award, Dr. Ronald
Thompson Memorial Scholarship,
The Good Neighbor Award, Judy
Huggins Memorial Scholarship;
BROOKLYN SCHILTZ - The

Mary Lee and H.T. Mercer Fine Arts
Award, Heidi L. Goodbar Memorial
Art Scholarship, The Bradley &
Joanne Waugh Family Memorial
Award, Patricia (Snider) Sullens
Cheerleading Award; CAMERON
BATES - The Mary Lee and H.T.
Mercer Fine Arts Award, Dean L.
Bates Scholarship, Richard Schieler
Performing Arts Scholarship;
ABIGAIL WYANT - The National
Arion Foundation Award - Choir,
Ruth and Edmond Beauprez
Memorial Scholarship, James

L. Golby - Kenneth W. Sullens
Scholarship, Kewanee High School
Theater Scholarship, Norma Barto
Memorial Scholarship, Blake/
Zarvell Memorial Music Scholarship,
Christiansen Family Education
Scholarship, Richard Schieler
Performing Arts Scholarship; DADE
ALDRED - The National Arion
Foundation Award - Band, The
Susan Smith Memorial Plaque;
JORDEN ANDERSON - The

National Arion Foundation Award

- Band, American Legion Post #31
Scholarship, Wayne and Hazel Zang
Memorial Scholarship, The Albert
DeConinck Family Scholarship;
EMMALEE KILSTROM - The
Agriculture Advisory Council Plaque,
FFA Alumni Scholarship, The

Bernie VanWassenhove-Johnson
Scholarship Award, Robert E.
Breedlove Scholarship, Gold Star
FS Scholarship, KHS Class of 1972
Scholarship; JAXON JANEY -
Industrial Education Award and
Galen and Mary Landis Plaque,
Matthew Scott Memorial Award;
DANIELA CHAVEZ - Pauline
Scott Memorial Award, John

Jagers Memorial Award; JAIME
RADILLA - Doctor Smith Loyalty
Award; AIRIES SIMMONS - The
David Hepner Football Memorial
Plaque, The Martin Rapczak and
Rodney Rogers Memorial Patriotism
Award; DONTEL WOMMACK

- The Joe Hill Memorial Award;
KATLYN CARTON - The Lions
Club Plaque, Rumbold Valley Farms
Award, Edwin F. Peterson Free
Enterprise Memorial Scholarship
Award, FFA Alumni Scholarship,
Glidden Family Scholarship, Patricia
(Snider) Sullens Cheerleading
Award; LONDON PETTIS - John
Philip Sousa Band Award, The Katie
Woods Creative Spirit Award, The
Harriet McCarthy Math Scholarship,
P.A. Hinderliter Scholarship, The
Carol J. (Reno) Baldwin Memorial
Scholarship; ALAN SAUCEDO
VASQUEZ - Barry Lee Ensley
Memorial Award, The Harriet
McCarthy Math Scholarship;
KENDYL DEBLIECK - The Lions
Club Plaque, The Laurence Horler
Scholarship, Brian P. Murphy
Memorial Scholarship; GRIFFIN
HICKS - Tom Blake Basketball
Memorial Award, Hilding Beck
Scholarship, The Marvin Damron

THE KEWANEE SCHOOLS FOUNDATION AND KEWANEE HIGH SCHOOL
AWARDS OVER $150,000 IN SCHOLARSHIPS TO 2026 GRADUATES

Memorial Scholarship; KALLEIGH
GALE - The Lions Club Plaque,

FFA Alumni Scholarship, Leo A.
Saey Memorial Award, Robert L.
Petersen Memorial Award (the

last year to be awarded after 30
years), The Harriet McCarthy Math
Scholarship, DeKalb Agricultural
Accomplishment Award, Anna L.
Sheahan Memorial Scholarship,
The Reeser Family Scholarship,
Patricia (Snider) Sullens
Cheerleading Award, P.A. Hinderliter
Scholarship, Derek Hodge Memorial
Scholarship; ITZEL MOSSO
RAMOS - The Chris R. Ketridge
Memorial Journalism Award;
TEAGAN NEBINGER - The
Bradley Wessels Memorial Award;
AVA LAUE - Belle Alexander
Dennis Scholarship, P.A. Hinderliter
Scholarship; RA’KIYA AMOS -
Adela Wesebaum Award, Dr. Ronald
Thompson Memorial Scholarship;
TAYLOR VANWINKLE - The
Kiwanis Cup Lions Club Plaque
D.A.R. Good Citizen Award
Margaret Ririe Memorial Award
Richard Mautino Memorial
Government Service Learning
Award Kewanee Park District
Scholarship Harriet McCarthy

Math Scholarship Loraine Lambert
Memorial Nursing Scholarship
Tyanda Thomas Kindness Award
Joan L Kempin Nosal “Tender
Heart, Gentle Hands” Nursing
Scholarship Detective Sergeant
James Ramon Mock Memorial
Scholarship Patricia (Snider) Sullens
Nursing Scholarship Kewanee
Schools Foundation Scholarship;
AZUCENA CABADA - Rodney
Rogers Memorial Medical Arts
Award Hilding Beck Scholarship;
MAELIE JERMENC - Ethel C.
Tillman Scholarship Kewanee High
School Class of 1975 Scholarship;
DOUGLAS SWEARINGEN - Gary
L. Zarvell Memorial Scholarship;



KAIDEN GOFFRIER - National
School Choral Award, Louis
Armstrong Jazz Award, Kewanee
High School Theater Scholarship,
Kewanee Music Boosters
Scholarship, Richard Schieler
Performing Arts Scholarship,
Cambridge Lodge #49 Masonic
Scholarship; JACK ANDERSON
- Woody Herman Jazz Award,

Dean L. Bates Scholarship, Ken
Fristad Memorial Golf Scholarship,
Mattingly Student Council
Leadership Award; CLAIRE
TAYLOR - Jerry Nell Memorial
Award, Patricia (Snider) Sullens
Cheerleading Award, Kewanee
High School Class of 1957
Scholarship, K.H.S. Athletic 3x4
Scholarship; ABE HICKS - Hilding
Beck Scholarship, Shaune Lewis
Memorial Basketball/Football
Scholarship, K.H.S. Athletic 3x4
Scholarship, The H.F. Brockman
Memorial Athletic Award; HUNTER
VANCIL - Jerry Nell Memorial

Award, Dr. Robert Breedlove
Scholarship, Joan L. Kempin
Nosal “Tender Heart, Gentle
Hands” Nursing Scholarship;
OSWALDO SANCHEZ - Dean
L. Bates Scholarship; CALEB
DEMUYNCK - Dean L. Bates
Scholarship; EMMA MOTLEY

- Dean L. Bates Scholarship;
LANDON WEIR - Dean L. Bates
Scholarship; CARVER NEULEIB
- Dean L. Bates Scholarship, Ken
Fristad Memorial Golf Scholarship;
SOPHIE RAES - Dean L. Bates
Scholarship; ANTHONY PADILLA
- Richard A. Ruzas, Jr. Memorial
Track Award, Geoffrey R. Schmidt
Memorial Scholarship; GOVANY
PAREDES - George Cernovich
Auto Service Scholarship; PAYTON
GALLI - R. Lynn Saey Memorial
Scholarship; OWEN LAUE - Ken
Fristad Memorial Golf Scholarship,
Christiansen Family Healthcare
Scholarship, P.A. Hinderliter
Scholarship, Jerry and Sharon
Gustafson Family Award;

LEGACY SOCIETY RECEPTION

LONDON CURRIE - Geoffrey R.
Schmidt Memorial Scholarship;
ARMANDO CORTEZ - Robert

A. Grabbe Memorial Award;
HAILEY LAMPE - Robert A.
Grabbe Memorial Award; CASEY
JOHNSON - Kewanee Rebekah
Lodge #512 Scholarship; DALTON
BENDER - John B. Heartt Memorial
B.H.E. Mechanics Scholarship;
JUSTIN GURNSEY - John B.
Heartt Memorial B.H.E. Mechanics
Scholarship; HALLEE MURPHY

- Jim and Alice Golby Empathy
Award, Kewanee High School

Class of 1975 Scholarship; ANNA
CHABANENKO - Kevin L. Yepsen
Excellence in Math Scholarship,
Margo Eastman Berry Memorial
Scholarship; DUSTIN WATSON -
John Spets Family Memorial Award;
ALONDRA VIZCARRA - The Kyle
and Mary Kay (Kazlowski) Delaeger
Scholarship; PAIGE POLOWY

- Jack A. Koepke Foundation
Scholarship.

The Kewanee Schools Foundation proudly recognizes
individuals who are planning for the future by including
the Foundation in their wills or estate plans through
membership in our Legacy Society. By partnering with the
Foundation in this meaningful way, these generous do-
nors help provide educational opportunities and resourc-
es while creating a lasting legacy for future generations
of students in the Kewanee School District.

Thanks to the commitment and generosity of Legacy
Society members over the past 36 years, the Founda-
tion has continued to expand its network of supporters,
strengthen its impact, and advance its mission of en-
hancing educational opportunities for local students.

The Foundation was pleased to recognize the following
new Legacy Society members at the Legacy Society Re-
ception held on February 19, 2026, at Midland Golf Club:

David and Judith Baldwin

Dr. Rick and MaryAnn Cernovich
Christopher and Christine Gustafson
Craig and Margaret Gustafson

We extend our sincere gratitude to these individuals
for their vision, generosity, and commitment to the future
of education in our community.

The KHS Athletic Hall of Fame Committee has
announced its Class of 2026 inductees. This year’s
class features several outstanding individual athletes,
a distinguished coach, valued friends of the program,
and a championship team from KHS history.

The 2026 inductees are:

* Coach: Tim Atwell

* Friends of KHS Athletics: Tim Atwell, Gary Petersen

* Female Athletes: Vivian Guy '76,
Schanique Powe '88

e Male Athletes: Andre Dunn '09, David Ralph ’68,
Scott Yarde '72

* Team: 1993-94 Boys’ Basketball Team

The induction ceremony will take place on
September 19, 2026, in Petersen Auditorium at
Kewanee High School and is open to the public. The
accompanying banquet is invitation only, with formal
invitations to be mailed in early summer.

Congratulations to the 2026 KHS Athletic Hall of
Fame Honorees!



CLASS OF 1941
Henrietta (Sandrie) Kolata - 11/8/25

CLASS OF 1943
Darlene (Adams) Boberg - 6/14/25

CLASS OF 1944
Marilyn (Wilson) Ickes - 4/19/25
John F. Kubinski - 9/26/25

CLASS OF 1947

Betty (Quayle) Jones - 5/4/26
Jeanette (Livek) Norquist - 12/17/25
William N. Walton - 11/3/25

CLASS OF 1948
Daniel Zalewski - 10/24/25

CLASS OF 1950
James M. Weston - 3/27/26

CLASS OF 1951

Margaret (Millslagle) Despain - 6/18/25
Patricia (Arch) Fredrickson - 9/11/25

Glen R. Godke - 10/17/25

Mary Jo (Bauer) VanDierendonck - 2/25/26

CLASS OF 1952
William E. Stewart - 12/6/25
Vallerie (Foley) Whetstone - 5/26/26

CLASS OF 1953
Marlene (LaRue) Clayton - 10/11/25
Jean (Andris) Heinrich - 5/31/26

CLASS OF 1954
Doris (Loughe) Groy - 6/8/25
Caroline (Andrews) Porter - 7/12/25

CLASS OF 1955
Yolanda (Unakis) Evert - 2/11/26
Harold F. Pyle, Jr. - 10/24/25

CLASS OF 1956

Richard Anderson - 8/4/25

Evaliena (Throgmorton) Hier - 9/4/25
Rose Mary (Monceski) McGee - 11/2/25

CLASS OF 1957

Diane (Durick) Gradert - 12/17/25

Sheila (Whitehouse) Hauserman - 8/26/25
Donald L. Lopez - 11/15/25

Gerald “Tuffy” Vandemark - 6/24/25

CLASS OF 1958
William Vereecke - 12/26/25

CLASS OF 1959
John E. Boling - 12/24/25
Raymond L. Duff - 4/27/26

CLASS OF 1960
Janice (Gruszeczki) Hanson - 4/7/26
Sandra (Yelm) Pollock - 3/10/26

CLASS OF 1961

Kay (Hanson) Dicus - 10/17/25

Carol (Melchin) Sopiars - 3/16/26
Annette K. (Bennett) Townsend - 10/6/25

CLASS OF 1962

Colin H. DeBord - 5/18/26
Kenneth D. Gutschlag - 12/26/25
Judith (Huff) Pettis -11/28/25

CLASS OF 1963
Carole (Jones) Stern - 9/12/25

CLASS OF 1964
Dianne (VanDike) Dexter - 11/25/25

CLASS OF 1965

Cathleen (O’Connor) Berglund - 3/21/26
Jan D. Eisbenbarth - 9/11/25

Mary Beth (Burch) Snyder - 9/26/25

CLASS OF 1966

Bruce D. Gruszeczka - 8/23/25

Sandra R. Minks - 1/17/26

Beatrice K. (Lenart) Monkman - 6/13/25
Susan (Hicks) Vincent - 11/30/25

CLASS OF 1967
Theresa (Holton) Reiff - 3/26/26

CLASS OF 1971

Vernon Crain - 10/10/25
David E. Holtschult - 9/21/25
Ronald B. Nelson - 5/17/26
Royal “Sandy” Peed - 3/18/26

CLASS OF 1972
Judy L. (Hicks) McCall - 10/17/25
Mark A. Yordy - 10/9/25

CLASS OF 1973

Robert D. Braden - 6/6/25

Otis L. Brown - 12/26/25
Richard Kalvin - 3/4/26

Lynn (Seward) Lucas - 4/15/26

CLASS OF 1974
Douglas P Gish - 4/28/26
Mitchell A. Millman - 4/9/26

CLASS OF 1975
Lu Ann (Erickson) Hammons - 1/6/26

CLASS OF 1976

Susan (White) Aldred - 4/7/26
Martin L. Keim - 6/6/25

Gary Kilstrom - 7/31/25

CLASS OF 1977

Shannon Devine - 4/3/26

John Hernandez - 3/12/26

Gregg A. Larson - 2/8/26

Michael Ogorzalek - 3/16/26

Susan K. VanWassenhove - 12/26/25

CLASS OF 1978
Suenjae (Pollock) Ostrowski - 10/13/25

CLASS OF 1980
Krystal (Brackett) Vallero - 12/30/25

CLASS OF 1981
Lori J. (Felten) Gibson - 12/20/25
Kenneth Kuster - 5/3/26

CLASS OF 1982

Darla (Huber) Colwell - 11/9/25
Jenni L. Garms - 12/18/25
Donald Grabbe - 9/17/25

John Werderman, Sr - 8/5/25

CLASS OF 1983
Lesa K. Hayden-Griffin - 5/15/26

CLASS OF 1985
Sherry A. Berry - 10/15/25
Dan G. Fredrickson - 10/17/25

CLASS OF 1988
Kevin M. Duytschaver - 12/3/25

CLASS OF 1990
Piper (Charlett) Armbright - 6/6/25
Terri (Lashbrook) McDonald - 4/28/26

CLASS OF 2001
Justin M. Dana - 3/25/26

CLASS OF 2005
Jeanny Ibarra - 7/16/25
Bryce E. Smith - 11/25/25

CLASS OF 2014
Adolfo Cazares - 3/10/26
Jordan Pyles - 8/9/25

CLASS OF 2018
Alec E. Dillender 9/30/25
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In past editions of our
Alumni Newsletter, we have
featured graduates who went
on to accomplish interesting
things in many different
fields. Sometimes, however,
an outstanding alumnus
is still right here where he
started — continuing to
contribute to the positive
culture of the Kewanee
School District every day. In
this edition, we are proud to
recognize Larry Flannery.

Larry graduated from
Kewanee High School with
the Class of 1969. “We’re
the Class that’s really fine,
we’re the Class of '69!”

Larry’s high school
years came during a stressful
and turbulent period in
American history marked
by the conflict in Vietnam,
the military draft, political

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

dissent, and growing
polarization in society. He
feels those experiences

have given him valuable
perspective on both past and
current events, as well as
society in general.

Larry says he loves
being at KHS because “it
prepares you for life.” He
believes that while people
may be different, “there
is dignity and worth in
everybody, and everybody
deserves respect.” He
feels this philosophy is an
important part of the culture
of Kewanee Schools. As he
looks at the Class of 2026,
Larry says confidently, “The
world is going to be just fine.
These kids can handle it.”

After graduating from
high school, Larry attended
Black Hawk College for two
years. During that time, he
began a career in radio and
became a familiar voice
on WKEI in Kewanee. He
later managed local Shop
N’ Go convenience stores
for Lindburg Oil for 20 years
and also worked at Good’s
Furniture and Goodwill in
Kewanee. Larry additionally

served on the Hog Days
Festival Committee for more
than 30 years.

In 2007, Larry was
hired to design the school
district’s website. He has
been here in one role or
another ever since.

Today, Larry serves as
the Special Events Director
at Kewanee High School.

Behind the scenes,
Larry quietly helps make
countless events successful.
He sets up for band concerts,
stage productions, meetings,
receptions, sporting events,
concessions, class reunions,
and much more. He
frequently operates lighting
and sound in Petersen
Auditorium and assists with
technology needs throughout
the building.

Larry often says he
wants visitors to leave
Kewanee High School
impressed and to remember
their experience as
“legendary.” Through his
dedication and countless
extra efforts, Larry helps
make Kewanee High School
“Simply the Best.”
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Kewanee Schools Foundation recognizes those individuals who are thinking to the future
throughits Legacy Society. The Legacy Society is made up of individuals who have promised
to leave a future gift to the Kewanee Schools Foundation after their passing. Common future
gifts include bequests, life insurance, retirement plans, charitable gift annuities, charitable
remainder trusts, and others. Many donors find they can make a much greater impact on
the Kewanee School District and Foundation by making a gift from their estates. As such,
these generous donors will provide educational resources and a lasting legacy for future
generations of children in the Kewanee Community Unit School District #229.

Please contact the Foundation office at 309-856-8702 for more information about the
Legacy Society, or to let us know you have included the Foundation in your estate plans so
we can say thank you and provide you with the recognition you deserve! All Legacy Society
members receive a special KSF Legacy Society lapel pin and certificate, and are invited to
Legacy Society events.



