
CLASS REUNIONS ENJOY KEWANEE HIGH SCHOOL TOURS

	 Class reunion tours, hosted by the Kewanee Schools 

Foundation, have become increasingly popular with alumni 

and their guests. Typically beginning in the Petersen Foyer 

with breakfast pastries, juice, coģee, and cold bottled 
water, these gatherings oģer a wonderful opportunity for 
classmates to reconnect—and for the Foundation to stay 

engaged with our alumni community.

	 The tours also allow the Kewanee Schools Foundation 

to showcase the many changes and improvements that 

have taken place over the years. Many of these facility 

upgrades were made possible through generous donor 

support. The Petersen Foyer features the Wall of Honor, 

which recognizes donors at various giving levels, as well as 

the Legacy Society, honoring those who have included the 

Foundation in their estate plans.

	 Formed in 1990 and registered as a 501(c)(3) nonproĤt 
organization, the Foundation’s Ĥrst major project was 
the Breedlove-Petersen all-weather track, followed by 

the construction of the Petersen Foyer, a comprehensive 

remodel of Petersen Auditorium, and the addition of Good’s 

Gymnasium.

	 Subsequent projects include the Good’s Learning 

Resources Center library expansion, the Great Dane 

Strength Training Center, the Dr. Frances Horler Academic 

Wing, the Rodney R. Dorman Ag Classroom and FFA 

Lounge, the Malcolm Farm Enterprises Ag Science OĦce, 
the Cernovich Field House, and the Great Dane Welding 

Lab. 

	 Most recently, the new Outdoor Fitness Court was 

completed across from Kewanee High School, and 

construction is underway on the David L. Sprague Tennis 

Center, with completion expected in Spring 2026.

	 These named spaces throughout the school serve 

as lasting tributes to our donors and daily reminders to 

students—our future alumni—of the generosity that 

enriches their education.

	 If your class or group is interested in scheduling a tour, 

please contact the Kewanee Schools Foundation to see 

what we can arrange!

Class of 1975 50th Class Reunion breakfast at the 19th hole.

Class of 1985 40th Class Reunion at Cerno’s Bar & Grill.

Once a Boilermaker,

always a 
BOILERMAKER!

Class of 1965 60th Reunion Tour at Kewanee High School.



Dear Alumni and Friends,

	 As 2025 comes to a close, I want to express my 

heartfelt gratitude for your support of the Kewanee Schools 

Foundation. Your generosity continues to make a meaningful 

impact on the lives of our students and the Kewanee School 

District.

	 This past year, your contributions helped support 

new facilities such as the Outdoor Fitness Court and the 

coming David L. Sprague Tennis Center, enabled classroom 

grants, cultural learning experiences, music and Ĥne arts, 
technology upgrades, college tuition support for both 

students and teachers, and essential items such as clothing and hygiene products. We were 

also proud to award over $150,000 in scholarships to the Class of 2025, helping students 

pursue their dreams and prepare for bright futures.

	 It has been a joy seeing so many of you at reunions and Foundation events. Your 

involvement and support remind us of the strength of our community and the power of 

working together to enhance education.

	 On behalf of the Kewanee Schools Foundation Board of Directors, thank you for your 

continued trust and partnership. We look forward to another year of opportunities to inspire, 

enrich, and empower our students.

	 Wishing you and your families a joyful holiday season and a happy, prosperous new year!

Best Regards,

LǄi Christiansen
Lori Christiansen, President
Foundation Board of Directors
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MISSION

The mission of the Kewanee Schools 

Foundation is to strengthen the 

educational opportunities for students 

of the Kewanee School District and 

promote community engagement in 

the Kewanee School District. KHS art student looking  at one of the 
many paintings at the Figge Art Museum in 
Davenport, IA during their �eld trip to the 
museum this fall.

Continued Foundation 

Support Across All 

Grade Levels

The Kewanee Schools Foundation 

continues to support scholarships and 

dual credit courses, cultural experiences, 

music and performing arts, classroom 

grants, student basic needs, and more. 

Follow us on Facebook or on our website 

www.kewaneeschoolsfoundation.org 

for more information.



         FY25 FINANCIAL REPORT AND USE OF FUNDS

NET ASSETS

	 *Without Donor Restrictions	 $4,767,995

	 With Donor Restrictions	 $866,097

	 With Board Restrictions	 $100,352

			   Total Net Assets     $5,734,444

REVENUE		

	 Individual & Business Contributions	 $249,944	

	 Special Events	 $57,939	

	 In-Kind Income	 $16,986	

	 Investment Income	 $125,187	

	 Unrealized Gain (Loss)	 $524,065	

	 Other Income	 $2,994	

			   Total Revenues     $977,115	

	

EXPENSES		

	 Program Services:		

	     Scholarships	 $111,958	

	     Grants	 $114,646	

	     Alumni & Misc. KCUSD #229 Support	 $2,552

	 Management & General	 $66,031	

	 Fundraising	 $30,204	

	 In-Kind Expense	 $16,986

			   Total Expenses     $342,378

* Contributions that are restricted by the donor are reported as increases in unrestricted  net 
assets if the restrictions expire in the Ƭscal year in which the contributions are recognized.
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NEW ADDITIONS TO KEWANEE HIGH SCHOOL

	 The Outdoor Fitness Court was installed and features the mural by retired 

art teacher Sue Blake. Construction is currently ongoing around it for the David 

L. Sprague Tennis Center, with completion scheduled for 2026. Located across 

the street to the north of Kewanee High School, there will be six tennis courts—

three on each side—and the Outdoor Fitness Court in the middle once all work is 

Ĥnished.  The Kewanee Schools Foundation raised signiĤcant funds from donors 
to support this project.

	 In addition, plans are underway to re-establish the Marjabelle Young Stewart 

Butterĥy Garden nearby, with a timeline to be determined.  We look forward to 
seeing our students beneĤt from the learning opportunities that will be available 
when the garden is restored.



Dear Alumni and Friends,

	 Thanks to you—our donors, alumni, and friends—the Kewanee Schools Foundation continues 

to thrive as a trusted nonproĤt partner of the Kewanee School District. Since its establishment in 
1990, this enduring partnership has reĥected our shared commitment to advancing educational 
excellence for the students of District #229.

	 We are all part of an evolving culture that values growth, collaboration, and trust. Best-selling 

author and researcher David Horsager has written extensively about the importance of trust in 

successful organizations. I believe the Kewanee Schools Foundation—guided by the vision and 

leadership of our volunteer Board of Directors—exempliĤes this principle through consistent 
transparency, accountability, and engagement with our community, alumni, and friends.

	 As you will see throughout this report, we are deliberate and transparent in how we manage 

and allocate the funds entrusted to us. While we take pride in our accomplishments, we are equally 

proud of the responsibility with which we steward every contribution. Our donors can be conĤdent 
that the Foundation remains steadfast in its mission and faithful to the commitments it has made.

	 Our students, staģ, families, donors, and community partners all rely on this foundation of trust as we continue our tradition 
of support. Through scholarships, tuition assistance for students enrolled in Dual Credit and Dual Enrollment courses, support for 

teachers pursuing advanced degrees, facility improvements, classroom grants, and cultural enrichment opportunities, we continue 

to enhance the educational experience across the district.

	 We remain attentive to emerging needs and committed to identifying new resources to address them. To all who recognize 

the lasting value of investing in education—thank you. With your continued trust and support, the Kewanee Schools Foundation will 

remain a strong and eģective partner in serving our students today and in the years ahead.
Kind regards, 

Jeģrey W. Johnson
Executive Director 

FROM THE  Executive DirectǄ

P.S.  Don’t delay!  In order to receive a tax deduction for 2025, your gift must be 

postmarked by December 31.  A remittance envelope is enclosed for your convenience.  

Donations are also accepted at www.kewaneeschoolsfoundation.org.  All gifts are tax 

deductible as allowable by law.

Belle Alexander Elementary School students serving up smiles and special 
springtime beverages to teachers and sta� at the Cross Cat Cafe.  Funding for 

this program was provided by the Petersen Excellence in Education grant.

KHS ESL students at the Illinois Holocaust Museum.  
Funding for this �eld trip was provided by 

the Kids for Kulture Fund.
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July 1, 2024 through June 30, 2025
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Michael and Jill Heinrich
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     Insurance Agents
Alvin and Phyllis Hepner
Darcy Hepner
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Kevin and Cathie Hermie
Clarence and Georgia Hicks
Steven Hill
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Kathy Johnson
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THANK YOU to the following contributors for your kind and generous support over the past Ĥscal year.  
Your gifts make a huge diģerence to the students of the Kewanee School District!  Anonymous donors are listed collectively under “Anonymous”.

Karen Adkison
Joann Anderson
Patricia Anderson
Anonymous Donors
Cynthia Archer
Arrow Real Estate
Tyler Arzola Hawkins
Tim Atwell
Nancy Babka
Donald P. Baker
Thomas & Rebecca Baney
Barash & Everett, LLC
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Arvin Battersby
Gary and Joy Baze
Robert Beauprez
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Dr. and Mrs. Rick Cernovich
Joseph and Sue Cervantez
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Charities Aid Foundation America
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William and Lori Christiansen
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Robert Marriott
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Thomas and Helen Martineau
Dr. and Mrs. William  Mattingly
Jerry Matuszyk
Thomas and Jan May
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Marlon McDonald
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Marilyn McKirgan
Mechanical Service Inc
Mel Foster Brokerage LLC
Matthew and Mary Helen Michalik
Mark Mikenas
Michael and Amy Miler
Thomas and Jovone Miler
J Wayne and Karen Miles
Jane Millman
Michael and Amanda Minx
Matt and Heather Mirocha
Nancy Mitchell
Gary and Cheryl Mitro
Don and Cheryl Moe
Gary and Michelle Moggio
Ron Morrissey
Scott and Jennifer Morrow
Allen and Catherine Morton
Tim and Christine Murray
Dave and Bonnie Nash
Marc Nelson
Steven Nixon
Daniel and Laura Nolan
Martin O’Connor
Jennifer Oetzel
OĦce Machine Consultants, Inc.
OĦce Specialists
OSF Healthcare Saint Luke 
	 Medical Center
Dean and Joline Oswald
Matthew and Maria Oswald
Mark and Diane Ouart
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Nancy Patterson
Diane Peart
Peoples National Bank
David and Clare Petersen
Jeana Petersen
Mark Petersen
Dr. and Mrs. Michael Petersen
Howard and Barbara Peterson
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Bryan Porras
Larry and Rose Pratt
Terry and Kathleen Pratt
Dean and Rachelle Price



Richard and Sheri Price
Dontae Pryor
Paul and Kathleen Ptasnik
Thomas and Marianne Pyle
Randy and Laurie Quanstrom
Thomas Queen
Dan and Karen Ramsey
Todd and Diane Reeser
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Michael Rinella
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Steven and Renee Salisbury
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TRIBUTES	
In Honor Of Dr. Johnson	
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Brayden
Rebecca Baney Please accept our sincere 

apologies  if we 
inadvertently omitted 

or misspelled your name, 
and  be sure to let us know 

of the error.
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In Memory Of Rick See	
Dr. Christopher Sullens
	
In Memory Of Bob Smith	
KHS Class of 1959
	
In Memory Of Douglas Spiegel
Sachie Spiegel
	
In Memory Of Karen Stabler
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Craig and Margaret Gustafson
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In Memory Of Sharon 

VanKerrebroeck
Dr. Christopher Sullens
	
In Memory Of Betty 

Vanwassenhove
Rebecca Baney

	 Matthew Oswald is a 

proud graduate of Kewanee 

High School, Class of 1999. As 

a student, he was known for his 

dedication to academics and 

extra-curricular, particularly 

in math, physics, band, and 

agriculture. His commitment 

to service also stood out—he 

served as a Key Club oĦcer and 
was appointed a trustee on the 

Key Club International Board.

	 Matthew’s interest 

in computers and software 

systems led him to the 

University of Illinois at Urbana-

Champaign, where he earned a degree in Computer Science. After 

college, he and his wife, Maria, settled in the western suburbs of 

Chicago. There, Matthew worked on imaging systems at Northrop 

Grumman and Motorola, while Maria served the community as a 

mental health counselor.

	 In 2018, the Oswald family relocated to San Jose, California, with 

their daughters, Therese and Isabella. Matthew joined Tesla during the 

Why We Support  Kewanǀ Schools Foundation
pivotal launch of the Model 3 and now leads the Software Integration 

team for AI Platforms, developing software for autonomous vehicles 

and robotics applications.

	 “In Silicon Valley, there are quasi-famous individuals who identify 

with the ‘Midwestern Tinkerer’ archetype—those who built practical 

skills in their rural upbringing and translated them into success in the 

digital realm,” Matthew reĥects. “Robert Noyce, founder of Intel, and 
Marc Andreessen, founder of Netscape, lived this same pattern. 

I’m proud to have leveraged my Kewanee upbringing in that same 

tradition.”

	 Looking back, Matthew credits Kewanee schools with shaping 

both his academic and leadership paths. “The dedication of my 

teachers and the unique opportunities I had at Kewanee High School 

gave me the tools I needed to succeed beyond high school,” he says.

	 Matthew and Maria are proud supporters of the Kewanee 

Schools Foundation. “We appreciate the Foundation’s mission to 

empower students through improved educational resources, access 

to higher education, and scholarships. Our family is grateful to be 

able to give back and help make those dreams possible for others.”

	 Today, the Oswald’s live in Saratoga, California, in the heart of 

Silicon Valley. They are active in their church and their daughters’ 

elementary school, juggling a lively family schedule Ĥlled with sports, 
gymnastics, and robotics club.
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Legacy Society
	 Kewanee Schools Foundation recognizes those individuals who are thinking to the future 

through its Legacy Society. The Legacy Society is made up of individuals who have promised 

to leave a future gift to the Kewanee Schools Foundation after their passing. Common future 

gifts include bequests, life insurance, retirement plans, charitable gift annuities, charitable 

remainder trusts, and others. Many donors Ĥnd they can make a much greater impact on 
the Kewanee School District and Foundation by making a gift from their estates. As such, 

these generous donors will provide educational resources and a lasting legacy for future 

generations of children in the Kewanee Community Unit School District #229. 

	 Please contact the Foundation oĦce at 309-856-8702 for more information about the 
Legacy Society, or to let us know you have included the Foundation in your estate plans so 

we can say thank you and provide you with the recognition you deserve! All Legacy Society 

members receive a special KSF Legacy Society lapel pin and certiĤcate, and are invited to 
Legacy Society events. 


