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THE KYLE AND MARY KAY 

(KAZLOWSKI) DEJAEGER 

SCHOLARSHIP

 The Kyle and Mary Kay (Kazlowski) 

DeJaeger Scholarship was established 

in 2025 by Kyle and Mary Kay DeJaeger, 

graduates of the Kewanee High School 

Class of 1965 and 1967. The scholarship 

reÁects their deep gratitude for the 
education they received at KHS, which 

helped prepare them for success in life. 

Through this award, they hope to support 

students who have dreams and goals 

but face Ànancial challenges that may 
hinder their pursuit of post-secondary 

education or training.  The family aims to 

assist a student who may otherwise go 

unrecognized but demonstrates a strong 

desire to succeed.

 This scholarship is awarded annually 

at commencement to a graduating senior 

of Kewanee High School who has a dream 

for their future and demonstrates strong 

character, integrity, self-motivation, and a 

commitment to serving others. 

    

JOHN HEADLUND SCHOLARSHIP
 
 The scholarship or scholarships shall 
be awarded to seniors at Kewanee High 

School who have been admitted to the Uni-
versity of Illinois.  Each recipient’s scholar-
ship shall be renewable each semester if 
the student maintains a satisfactory grade 
record and good social standing at the 
University of Illinois in a program designed 
to lead to a Bachelor’s Degree.

JOHN SPETS FAMILY

MEMORIAL AWARD

	 Established	in	2024	by	family	and	
friends	to	honor	the	life	of	John	Spets,	
KHS	Class	of	1954.	John	was	a	lifelong	
resident	of	Kewanee.		John	was	devoted	
to	his	community,	serving	on	numer-
ous	boards	and	organizations	which	
include	the	Kewanee	School	Board,	
Henry	County	Builders	Club,	Kewanee	
Economic	Development	Corporation,	
Peoples	National	Bank,	Mid	Valley	Board	
of	Realtors,	Kewanee	United	Methodist	
Church,	and	Kewanee	Public	Hospital.
	 Along	with	his	association	with	Spets	
Brothers,	he	also	founded	Arrow	Real	
Estate	serving	as	a	broker	and	president	
for	many	years.		
	 The	John	Spets	Family	Memorial	
Award	is	awarded	annually	at	com-
mencement	to	a	male	or	female	graduat-
ing	student	who	has	been	admitted	to	
any	accredited	trade	or	technical	school.

MARGO EASTMAN BERRY

MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
 
 Established in 2025 by her sister, 
Jacqueline Kindt ’65, to honor the life of 
Margo Eastman Berry, a 1969 KHS gradu-
ate.  
 At the age of 5 years old,     
through the experience on The Queen 
Mary, Margo Eastman Berry witnessed 
Margot Fonteyn ballet dancing; she looked 
at her mom and told her she wanted to be 

like her.  She attended the Diana Welch 
Ballet Studio in Kewanee shortly after her 
experience.  In the 7th and 8th grade she 
was able to train with the Russian Bolshoi 
Ballet, where she danced in the Nutcracker 
as part of the core.  During her high school 
years, she attended the University of Kan-
sas Summer Camp, in Lawrence, KS where 
the best of the best trained from all over 
the country.
 This scholarship will be awarded to a 
graduating senior who has participated 
in the arts/theater program for four years 
of high school with accomplishments in 
dance.

DETECTIVE SERGEANT JAMES RAMON 

MOCK MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP

 Established in 2025 in memory of 
James Ramon Mock who served with the 
Kewanee Police Department until his death 
in 2024.  This annual scholarship is funded 
by a collaboration of the Kewanee Police 
Department, Kewanee FOP Union, Ke-
wanee Fire Department, and the Kewanee 
FireÀghters Local 513 Union.  
 The $500 scholarship will be awarded 
to a graduating senior of Kewanee High 
School who intends to pursue a career 
in Public Safety (ie. Law Enforcement, 
Fireman, Emergency Medical Services, 
Emergency Management, Nursing). 
 Applicants 
must submit 
a statement 
of intent and 
motivation.  The 
scholarship will 
be awarded 
at the senior 
assembly and 
commence-
ment.



Representing the Class of 2025 are co-valedictorians Rebeca Corral, Alejandro Duarte, Kashen Ellerbrock, 

William Ly, Dillon Price, and Benjamin Taylor, and salutatorians Ivan Ruiz Sanchez and Garrett Komnick. Donovan GrifÀn - 12/24/24

     2025 KEWANEE HIGH SCHOOL VALEDICTORIANS & SALUTATORIANS

Rebeca Corral is the daughter of Jose 

Ramon Corral and Maricela Corral. A two-

year member of the National Honor Society, 

Rebeca is an Illinois State Scholar and 

has earned the Seal of Biliteracy. She was 

recognized on the All-Academic Conference 

for tennis and scholastic bowl. Additionally, 

Rebeca participated in several extracurricular 

activities, including Key Club, Art Club, musicals, scholastic bowl, 

and band. Upon graduation, she plans to attend Illinois State 

University to major in chemistry.

Alejandro Duarte is the son of Carmelo and 

Nubia Duarte. As an Illinois State Scholar, 

Alex was a two-year member of the National 

Honor Society and participated in Key Club 

and Student Council. He earned recognition 

as a Àrst-team all-state running back and 
linebacker in football, was named the 

defensive player of the year, and achieved 

unanimous Àrst-team all-conference status. Alex also placed Àfth 
in wrestling at the IHSA state competition and was named to 

the academic all-state Àrst team in both football and wrestling. 
He plans to attend Illinois State University to earn his bachelor’s 

degree in nursing.

Kashen Ellerbrock is the son of Jeff and 

Kelly Ellerbrock. He is a two-year member 

of the National Honor Society and was 

recognized as an Elk’s Student of the Month. 

Kashen’s extracurricular activities include 

FFA, basketball, football, and 4-H. He will be 

attending Black Hawk College East Campus 

to complete his associate degree before 

transferring to a university to earn a degree in ag business or ag 

science.

 

William Ly is the son of My Din and Michael 

Ly. He has been recognized as a three-

year ILMEA all-district tenor saxophonist, 

three-year ILMEA all-district soprano 

saxophonist, two-year ILMEA all-district jazz 

alto saxophonist, and a one-year ILMEA 

all-state band tenor saxophonist. He also 

earned two years of all-academic conference 

recognition in soccer and the scholastic bowl, two years of 

all-conference honors in the scholastic bowl, three years of all-

conference awards in band, and the Seal of Biliteracy. William is 

a National Merit Commended Scholar and a two-year member of 

the National Honor Society, as well as a Quest Bridge National 

College Match Ànalist and Quest Bridge College Prep scholar. 
His extracurricular activities include being a four-year member 

of marching, pep, and concert band, a four-year Student Council 

member, participation in jazz band, jazz choir, jazz combo, 

Key Club, soccer, and the scholastic bowl, and three years on 

the musical pit crew. He has also been involved in robotics for 

two years, Kewanee Voice Student Journalism for two years, 

and competitive theater for one year. William will be attending 

Northwestern University to study biomedical engineering.

Dillon Price is the son of Dean and 

Rachelle Price. He is a two-year member 

of the National Honor Society. Dillon’s 

extracurricular activities include soccer, 

baseball, hockey, Key Club, Student Council, 

Kewanee Voice Student Journalism, and 

band. He plans to attend the University of 

Illinois to major in civil engineering.

Benjamin Taylor, the son of Matthew and 

Jill Taylor, is a two-year all-state academic 

athlete in football. He has also received 

recognition as a two-year Àrst-team all-
conference wide receiver in football, a 

Àrst-team all-conference wrestler, and an 
IHSA state qualiÀer in wrestling. Ben has 
been a two-year member of the National 

Honor Society and served as captain for both wrestling and 

football. His extracurricular activities include four years each of 

football, wrestling, and baseball, as well as serving as senior 

class president and being a member of the Key Club. He will be 

attending the University of Illinois to major in kinesiology.

Ivan Ruiz Sanchez is the son of Jose Ruiz 

and Blanca Sanchez. He is a two-year 

member of the National Honor Society and 

was honored as an Elk’s Lodge Student 

of the Month. His extracurricular activities 

include four years as a member of Key 

Club, three years of soccer, and two years 

of wrestling. Ivan will be attending Black 

Hawk College to earn his associate degree in science. Upon 

completion, he plans to transfer to the University of Illinois for 

his Bachelor of Science degree.

Garrett Komnick is the son of Michael and 

Jacque Komnick. He is a two-year member of 

the National Honor Society and participated 

in the ILMEA jazz band during his junior and 

senior years. His extracurricular activities 

include four years in marching band, jazz 

band, scholastic bowl, Student Council, 

and Key Club, as well as being a two-year 

member of the jazz combo, soccer, group interpretation, and 

musical theater. Garrett will be attending Northern Illinois 

University to earn his bachelor’s degree in sports management 

and will also be a member of the Marching Huskie drumline.

 



 

Dear Alumni & Friends,

 Time seems to move faster every year—it’s hard to believe the Class of 

2025 is already leaving the halls of Kewanee High School behind. As they step 

into their next chapter, they do so having beneÀted from enriched educational 
and cultural experiences, scholarships, classroom grants, improved technology, 

enhanced facilities, and much more—all made possible by the generous 

support of alumni and friends like you.

 On behalf of the Kewanee Schools Foundation, I want to extend our 

heartfelt thanks for helping us continue our mission: to expand educational 

opportunities for the students of the Kewanee School District and foster 

stronger community engagement.

 Since our founding in 1990, the Foundation has grown into a respected and trusted nonproÀt partner 
to the school district. This year alone, we’re proud to be awarding more than $150,000 in scholarships 

to the Class of 2025. We’re continually identifying new ways to meet the evolving needs of our schools—

whether it’s through innovation in the classroom, facility upgrades, or new programming. And we’re 

working to keep you connected to the great things happening here through class reunion tours, social 

media, and our website: www.kewaneeschoolsfoundation.org.

 We hope you’ll continue to follow us and stay in touch. We’d love to hear from you!

 As we look to the future, your support remains vital. We invite you to consider a contribution to our 

Annual Fund Campaign. Your gift—whether large or small—can be directed to a speciÀc fund that’s 
meaningful to you or designated as unrestricted to support the areas of greatest need. You might also 

consider leaving a lasting impact by including the Foundation in your estate plans and joining our Legacy 

Society.

 Finally, I want to express my deep appreciation to our dedicated volunteer Board of Directors, 

Foundation Assistant Mindi Goard, and to each of you who understands the incredible value of an 

investment in education.

 Wishing you a joyful and relaxing summer! 

Warm regards,

Jeffrey W. Johnson

Executive Director
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The CLASS OF 1965 60th reunion 
will be held on Saturday, September 
20, 2025.  For further information 
please contact Rene Verstraete at 
renev0820@gmail.com.

The CLASS OF 1970  55th reunion 
will be held October 10, 2025 at 
Cerno’s Bar and Grill.  For further 
information please contact Don 
Vanderostyne at donvanderostyne@
yahoo.com.

The CLASS OF 1975 50th reunion 
will be held October 10-12, 2025.  
For further information please 
contact Jill (Shinkevich) DeKeyser at 
jillanndekeyser@gmail.com.

The CLASS OF 1976 has begun 
planning of their 50th class 
reunion.  The reunion will be held 
October 10, 2026.  For further 
information please contact Judy 
(Buffett) Kelly at 309/853-6569 or 
buffy31458@gmail.com.

The CLASS OF 2000 will be 
celebrating their 25th Class 
Reunion October 10-11, 2025.   
For further information please 
contact Angie (Kolata) Cernovich at 
angiecernovich@gmail.com.

The CLASS OF 2005 20th reunion 
will be held Labor Day weekend.  
For further information please 
contact Lacey (Meeker) Young at 
meeker.lacey@gmail.com.

 UPCOMING CLASS REUNIONS

P.S. You can use the convenient remittance envelope attached, call us at 

(309) 856-8702, or donate online at www.kewaneeschoolsfoundation.org. 

All gifts are tax-deductible as allowable by law. Thank you!



 The following individuals are the 

2025 scholarship and award recipients:

HAILEY FAIRBROTHER – The Frank 

and Fannie Lay Kewanee High 

School Award; DAVONTAE JORDAN – 

The Frank and Fannie Lay Kewanee 

High School Award, Hilding Beck 

Scholarship, The Kyle and Mary Kay 

(Kazlowski) DeJaeger Scholarship; 

AALIYAH DUARTE – The Kiwanis 

Cup, Doctor Smith Loyalty Award, 

Rotary Scholars Award, Adela 

Wesebaum Award, Marvin Damron 

Memorial Scholarship, The Laurence 

Horler Scholarship, P.A. Hinderliter 

Scholarship; BENJAMIN TAYLOR – 

The Elks Trophy, The Lions Club 

Plaque, Barry Lee Ensley Memorial 

Award, Rotary Scholars Award, Jerry 

Nell Memorial Award, Christiansen 

Family Healthcare Scholarship, 

Tyanda Thomas Kindness Award, The 

Harriet McCarthy Math Scholarship, 

3 x 4 Athletic Scholarship; REBECA 

CORRAL – The Lions Club Plaque, 

The Mary Lee and H.T. Mercer 

Fine Arts Award, Rotary Scholars 

Award, The Harriet McCarthy Math 

Scholarship, The Katie Woods 

Creative Spirit Award, Heidi L. 

Goodbar Memorial Art Scholarship; 

WILLIAM LY – The Lions Club 

Plaque, John Philip Sousa Band 

Award, Rotary Scholars Award, Louis 

Armstrong Jazz Award, Kewanee 

Music Boosters Scholarship, Richard 

Schieler Performing Arts Scholarship, 

Kevin L. Yepsen Excellence in 

Math Scholarship; ALEJANDRO 

DUARTE – The Lions Club Plaque, 

D.A.R. Good Citizen Award, Dr. Smith 

Loyalty Award, The David Hepner 

Football Memorial, Rotary Scholars 

Award, Robert L. Petersen Memorial 

Award, Dr. Robert Breedlove 

Memorial Athletics Scholarship, 

Ruth and Edmond Beauprez 

Memorial Scholarship, Gary L. 

Zarvell Memorial Scholarship, 

Reeser Family Scholarship, P.A. 

Hinderliter Scholarship, Joan L. 

Kempin Nosal – “Tender Heart, 

Gentle Hands” Nursing Scholarship; 

DILLON PRICE – The Lions Club 

Plaque, Rotary Scholars Award, 

Dean L. Bates Scholarship, Mary 

(Beyer) Keim Math/Accounting 

Scholarship; CHASE PALM – The 

Chamber of Commerce Award, 

Margaret Ririe Memorial Award, 

The Chris R. Ketridge Memorial 

Journalism, Edwin F. Peterson Free 

Enterprise Memorial Scholarship 

Award, Kewanee Schools Foundation 

Scholarship; TRIVIAN MASSENS – 

The Mary Lee and H.T. Mercer Fine 

Arts Award, National School Choral 

Award, Kathryn L. Kirley Memorial 

Scholarship, The Katie Woods 

Creative Spirit Award, James L. Golby 

– Kenneth W. Sullens Scholarship, 

Richard Schieler Performing Arts 

Scholarship; AIDEN MCCLAY – 

The National Arion Foundation 

Award – Choir, American Legion 

Post #31 Scholarship; GARRETT 

KOMNICK – The National Arion 

Foundation Award – Band, Rotary 

Scholars Award, Richard Mautino 

Memorial Government Service 

Learning Award; BRADY SCHILTZ – 

Industrial Education Award and 

Galen and Mary Landis Plaque, The 

Bradley Wessels Memorial Award, 

Rotary Outstanding Vocational 

Award; KASHEN ELLERBROCK – 

The Lions Club Plaque, The 

Agriculture Advisory Council Cup, 

Tom Blake Basketball Memorial 

Award, Rotary Scholars Award, FFA 

Alumni Scholarship, Glidden Family 

Scholarship; TYSON CURRIE – The 

Joe Hill Memorial Award, Amelia 

Hutchinson, Pauline Scott Memorial 

Award, Judy Huggins Memorial 

Scholarship; QUENTIN BLOOME – 

The Martin Rapczak and Rodney 

Rogers Memorial Patriotism Award; 

TYLER JOHNSTON – Rumbold Valley 

Farms Award; TESSA MITCHELL – 

The Susan Smith Memorial Plaque, 

KHS Class of 1972 Scholarship; 

LAURYN PADILLA – Belle Alexander 

Dennis Scholarship, Hilding 

Beck Scholarship, The Harriet 

McCarthy Math Scholarship; 

ADDYSON HICKS – Rodney Rogers 

Memorial Medical Arts Award, 

Hilding Beck Scholarship, Jim 

and Alice Golby Empathy Award; 

MARCUS GUZMAN – Ethel C. 

Tillman Scholarship, The Harriet 

McCarthy Math Scholarship; IVAN 

RUIZ SANCHEZ – Rotary Scholars  

Award, The Harriet McCarthy Math 

Scholarship, Brian P. Murphy 

Memorial Scholarship; ADRIENNE 

DESMIT – Hilding Beck Scholarship; 

BRENNYN FORD – Woody 

Herman Jazz Award, Dean L. Bates 

Scholarship; MIGUEL GAMEZ – 

Woody Herman Jazz Award; JOEY 

JANEY JR. – FFA Alumni Scholarship, 

Matthew Scott Memorial Award, 

Gold Star FS Scholarship; JACIE 

HINTON – Dr. Ronald Thompson 

Memorial Scholarship, Mattingly 

Student Council Leadership 

Award; CLAIRE OLALDE – The 

Bernie VanWassenhove-Johnson 

Scholarship Award, Norma Barto 

Memorial Scholarship, Blake/

Zarvell Memorial Music Scholarship; 

TEJHIANA AMOS – Jerry Nell 

Memorial Award, Derek Hodge 

Memorial Scholarship, John Jagers 

Memorial Award; STARDEJA 

JORDAN – Leo A. Saey Memorial 

Award, Robert E. Breedlove 

Scholarship; 

ELIZABETH PRATT – Dean L. 

Bates Scholarship, Patricia (Snider) 

Sullens Cheerleading Award, 

John Headlund Scholarship; 

JULIA PENDERGRASS – Dean L. 

Bates Scholarship, Kewanee High 

School Class of 1957 Scholarship; 

FAITH FRYKMAN – Dean L. Bates 

Scholarship, Wayne and Hazel 

Zang Memorial Scholarship; 

EMMA BRANTS – Dean L. Bates 

Scholarship; SHAWN ROLLER – 

Dean L. Bates Scholarship; 

AMOS CAMPBELL – Dean L. 

Bates Scholarship; LEOCADIO 

GANDARILLO – Richard A. Ruzas, 

Jr. Memorial Track Award; PAOLA 

MORADO MENDOZA – Kewanee 

THE KEWANEE SCHOOLS FOUNDATION AND KEWANEE HIGH SCHOOL

AWARDS OVER $150,000 IN SCHOLARSHIPS TO 2025 GRADUATES
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Park District Scholarship; 

PAYTON OUART – The DeKalb 

Agricultural Accomplishment 

Award; WAYLAN LAMBERT – 

The Bradley & Joanne Waugh 

Family Memorial Award; 

BRAYDEN CONLEY – Gary L. 

Zarvell Memorial Scholarship, 

Geoffrey R. Schmidt Memorial 

Scholarship, Shaune Lewis 

Memorial Basketball/Football 

Scholarship, Detective 

Sergeant James Ramon Mock 

Memorial Scholarship, 3 x 4 

Athletic Scholarship; ADRIAN 

BUSS – George Cernovich Auto 

Service Scholarship; AALIYAH 

PICKERING – R. Lynn Saey 

Memorial Scholarship, Heidi 

Heinrich Memorial Scholarship, 

Christiansen Family Education 

Scholarship; MARLEE BATES – 

Geoffrey R. Schmidt Memorial 

Scholarship, Patricia (Snider) 

Sullens Cheerleading Award, 

The Good Neighbor Award; 

EMILY WITTE – Anna 

L. Sheahan Memorial 

Scholarship; RILEY 

GIBSON – Robert A. Grabbe 

Memorial Award; ROBERT 

BURGESS – Robert A. Grabbe 

Memorial Award; VERONICA 

MURILLO – Patricia (Snider) 

Sullens Cheerleading Award, 

The Caring Spirit Award, 

P.A. Hinderliter Scholarship; 

ADRIANNA ZEPEDA 

SANCHEZ – Kewanee Rebekah 

Lodge #512 Scholarship, 

Joan L. Kempin Nosal “Tender 

Heart, Gentle Hands” Nursing 

Scholarship; GABRIEL 

DOMINGUEZ GUEVARA – 

John B. Heartt Memorial BHE 

Mechanics Scholarship, John 

Spets Family Memorial Award; 

ALEJANDRA MARTINEZ – 

P.A. Hinderliter Scholarship; 

COLSON WELGAT – 3 x 4 

Athletic Scholarship; NAYELI 

LEON – Margo Eastman Berry 

Memorial Scholarship.

 The Kewanee Schools Foundation’s annual fundraising event 

transported guests back to the Roaring 20s with its theme, An 

Evening with The Great Gatsby. Held on April 12 at the Midland 

Golf Club, the evening featured a lively mix of dinner, live and silent 

auctions, and entertainment by the Five Bridges Jazz Band. The 

goal of the event was to raise $25,000 toward the new Outdoor 

Fitness Court at Kewanee High School—and it was a roaring good 

time!

 Approximately 80 guests attended, many dressed in Gatsby-era 

attire, adding Áair and fun to the celebration. Attendees enjoyed an 
evening of jazz music, dancing, delicious food, and spirited bidding 

during both the live and silent auctions.

 We are grateful for the generous support of our sponsors:

•	 Gold Level: Community State Bank, Good’s Furniture

•	 Silver Level: Mechanical Service of Galesburg

•	 Bronze Level: Breedlove’s Sporting Goods, Golnick-

Schueneman Funeral Home, Gustafson Ford, IH Mississippi 

Valley Credit Union, Martin Engineering, OfÀce Specialists 
(an ABS Company), OSF Healthcare St. Luke Medical Center, 

Rux Funeral Home, Sullivan Door Company
 

 One of the evening’s highlights was the unveiling of the artwork 

to be featured as a graphic mural—measuring 7 feet tall by 32 

feet wide—for the Outdoor Fitness Court. The original painting, 

created by retired KHS art teacher Sue Blake, was auctioned off 

as the Ànal item of the night. We are deeply thankful to Sue for her 
remarkable talent and generosity.
 

 To all our donors, sponsors, and supporters—thank you for 

making this event a great success!

An Evening with The Great Gatsby
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 Adam Cernovich attended 

Kewanee Schools and graduated 

in 1999. He excelled academi-

cally and athletically, earning in-

duction into the National Honor 

Society, recognition as an Illinois 

State Scholar, and earning all-

conference Àrst team honors for 
his role as a defensive lineman in 

football. He was also a participant 

in baseball and basketball.

Adam had aspirations of attend-

ing a Military Service Academy 

and was particularly drawn to the 

Coast Guard because of its com-

mitment to safety and protection.  

 In 2004, he graduated from 

the United States Coast Guard 

Academy with a degree in Naval 

Architecture and Marine Engi-

neering. After commissioning, he 

served as an Engineering OfÀcer 
aboard the Cutter Gallatin (WHEC-

721), where he participated in 

counter-narcotics patrols and 

responded to Hurricanes Katrina 

and Rita.

 In 2006, Adam reported to Na-

val Flight Training in Pensacola, 

Florida. Upon completing his 

training, he was assigned to Air 

Station Miami, where he served 

as Facilities Engineering OfÀcer, 
Public Affairs OfÀcer, and upgrad-

ed to Aircraft Commander in the 

MH-65C helicopter. In 2012, he 

transferred to Air Station North 

Bend, Oregon, conducting search 

and rescue operations in the Pa-

ciÀc Northwest’s challenging con-

ditions while serving as Assistant 

Aeronautical Engineering OfÀcer, 
Instructor Pilot, and Flight Exam-

iner.

 In 2015, Adam transferred to 

Purdue University to study Aero-

space Structures and Astro-

dynamics. After earning his Mas-

ter of Science in Engineering, 

he was assigned to the Aviation 

Logistics Center in Elizabeth City, 

North Carolina, where he served 

on the Short Range Recovery 

(SRR; MH-65) product line.

 As the SRR Engineering Of-

Àcer, Adam deÀned operational 
maintenance requirements for a 

Áeet of 98 helicopters. Promoted 
to SRR Product Line Manager in 

2020, he directed a $350 million 

avionics upgrade project.

 Returning to the Operational 

Fleet, Commander Cernovich 

served as the Executive OfÀcer of 
Air Station Detroit, as well as Air 

Facilities in Waukegan, Illinois, 

and Muskegon, Michigan, from 

2022 to 2023.

 CDR Cernovich’s Ànal as-

signment took him to St. Louis, 

Missouri, where he served as 

the Director of Auxiliary for the 

Eastern and Western Regions of 

the Eighth District from 2023 to 

2025. In this role, he was respon-

sible for overseeing 1,750 Auxil-

iarists across a 26-state area of 

responsibility.

 Additionally, he holds a Mas-

ter of Science in Administration 

from Central Michigan Univer-

sity. He has accumulated over 

2,900 Áight hours and holds an 
FAA Commercial Pilot’s License 

with instrument ratings for both 

airplanes and helicopters. His 

awards include two Meritorious 

Service Medals, two Coast Guard 

Commendation Medals, and two 

Coast Guard Achievement Med-

als.

 Adam retired from the Coast 

Guard in 2025 after serving for 

21 years.  He and his wife, Angie 

(Kolata - graduate of KHS Class of 

2000), have returned to Kewanee 

to raise their three children—

Camden, Gavin, and Chloe—and 

contribute to their community. 

Adam was recently elected to 

the Kewanee City Council, while 

Angie serves as a Director on the 

Kewanee Schools Foundation 

Board.

 The Kewanee Schools Founda-

tion is proud to recognize Adam 

in our Alumni Spotlight and is 

grateful that he and Angie have 

returned to provide their children 

with the Kewanee experience and 

a quality education in Kewanee 

Schools.

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT
ADAM CERNOVICH - CLASS OF 1999

  



CLASS OF 1942

Norma (Hier) Emmerson - 1/20/25

CLASS OF 1944

Mary E. (Gusman) Lopez - 7/8/24

CLASS OF 1945

Marian E. (Yarger) Bates - 10/23/24

CLASS OF 1946

Charles F. Schwerbrock - 8/27/24

Dolores M. (Deblock) Siemers - 11/1/24

CLASS OF 1947

Donald L. Teece - 8/13/24

CLASS OF 1948

Gerald Lippens - 1/11/25

CLASS OF 1950

Lois E. (Yarger) munoz - 3/27/25

James L. Nuding - 9/25/24

Chester F. Roginski - 7/16/24

CLASS OF 1951

Patricia (Freeburg) Anderson - 1/31/25

CLASS OF 1952

Edith J. Aldred - 3/30/25

Betty J. (Frazer) VanWassenhove - 

9/21/24

CLASS OF 1953

Mary Anne (VanWassenhove)  Sullivan - 

7/8/24

CLASS OF 1954

Mary E. (Grant) Ince - 1/29/25

Richard L. Lamb - 3/20/25

Carolyn A. (Blake) Reed - 9/30/24

Joseph E. Rosebeck - 11/24/24

Elsie M. (Henry) Tellier - 2/14/25

CLASS OF 1955

F. Wayne Allen - 7/22/25

Shirley (Powers) Marsh - 1/12/25

CLASS OF 1956

Bruce Bryner - 3/22/25

Delores M. (Chamberlain) Richards - 

5/13/25

CLASS OF 1957

Bonnie J. (Greene) Calhoun - 5/8/25

MaryAnn (Olbrych) Carlson - 7/26/24

Leroy Carpenter - 9/11/24

Joyce M. (Fallon) Nolan - 7/30/24

Karen S. (McMillan) Zimmerman - 

11/2/24

CLASS OF 1958

Gerald Becker - 4/26/25

John G. Busboom - 3/8/25

Sharon A. (Sturtevant) Gustafson - 

12/14/24

Robert A. Watson - 1/24/25

CLASS OF 1959

Janet (Balsis) McPheeters - 7/31/24

Lee R. Monroe - 9/14/24

James L. Tossell - 9/11/24

CLASS OF 1960

Sandra (Henkins) Clink - 2/12/25

Gary L. Hadsall - 10/7/24

Joseph T. Krause - 5/21/25

Judith (Anderson) Specht - 7/24/24

Gerald W. Steltenpohl - 9/6/24

CLASS OF 1961

Lauretta J. (Baker) Wotring - 9/24/24

CLASS OF 1962

Beatrice (Addis) Clark - 3/21/25

CLASS OF 1963

Mary A. (Martin) Rowlison - 12/31/24

CLASS OF 1964

Barbara (McNaught) Dykema - 2/10/25

Mary Sue (Briggs) McNaught - 1/3/25

CLASS OF 1965

John M. Blachinsky - 3/22/25

CLASS OF 1966

John M. Duytschaver - 5/3/25

Rebecca J. Holmes - 6/16/24

Raymond E. Kemerling - 3/13/25

Mary L. (McRell) Palmer - 3/20/25

Pamela (Ratliff) Sebby - 1/5/25

CLASS OF 1967

Thomas E. Hannon - 9/2/24

Kathi (Jacobs) Fulkerson Walker - 

10/18/24

Jackie L. (Sullivan) Workheiser - 8/6/24

CLASS OF 1968

Richard E. Camey - 12/7/24

Linda L. (Morrison) DeBord - 10/7/24

CLASS OF 1969

Margo (Eastman) Berry - 2/10/25

Randal R. Jenkins - 4/27/25

Rickey See - 3/5/25

CLASS OF 1970

Paula G. (Millman) Henderson - 8/18/24

Sandra K. (Switzer) Wirth - 4/9/25

CLASS OF 1971

Sheri E. (Smith) James - 12/11/24

Michael R. Sizemore - 10/30/24

CLASS OF 1972

Donovan GrifÀn - 12/24/24
Barbara L. Talbot - 10/5/24

CLASS OF 1974

Nancy P. Peed - 1/23/25

Bonnie M. (Elgin) Summers - 4/14/25

CLASS OF 1975

Michael J. Cone’ - 10/4/24

CLASS OF 1977

Robert M. DeReu - 5/18/25

Ronald L. Murphey, Jr. - 4/26/25

CLASS OF 1978

Debra L. (Schwartz) Grunstein - 8/16/24

Michelle M. (Haynes) Inman - 1/25/25

CLASS OF 1980

Brian E. Adams - 5/30/25

CLASS OF 1982

Patrick M. Weston - 8/7/24

CLASS OF 1983

James Erdman - 4/15/25

Robert Ouart- 3/21/25

Sean Van Waes - 11/26/24

CLASS OF 1987

John E. Schieler - 4/8/25

Timothy A. Wells - 2/10/25

CLASS OF 1990

Richard G. Borg, Jr. - 4/25/25

CLASS OF 1991

Emily L. Ast - 2/26/25

William D. Greene - 1/26/25

CLASS OF 1996

Kevin R. Hampton - 4/17/25

Mark A. Koehler - 12/10/24

CLASS OF 2002

Brian D. Wisniewski - 8/23/24

CLASS OF 2005

Alexander J. Screeton - 3/13/25

Jerry L. Sutton, Jr. - 11/11/24

CLASS OF 2012

Katelyn Murphy - 5/15/25

ALUMNI PASSINGS  July 1, 2024 - May 31, 2025

as a Àrst-team all-state running back and 

unanimous Àrst-team all-conference status. Alex also placed Àfth 

the academic all-state Àrst team in both football and wrestling. 

College Match Ànalist and Quest Bridge College Prep scholar. 

recognition as a two-year Àrst-team all-

Àrst-team all-conference wrestler, and an 
IHSA state qualiÀer in wrestling. Ben has 
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KEWANEE SCHOOLS FOUNDATION 

Legacy Society
Kewanee Schools Foundation recognizes those individuals who are thinking to the future through 

its Legacy Society. The Legacy Society is made up of individuals who have promised to leave a 

future gift to the Kewanee Schools Foundation after their passing. Common future gifts include 

bequests, life insurance, retirement plans, charitable gift annuities, charitable remainder trusts, and 

others. Many donors Ĥnd they can make a much greater impact on the Kewanee School District 
and Foundation by making a gift from their estates. As such, these generous donors will provide 

educational resources and a lasting legacy for future generations of children in the Kewanee 

Community Unit School District #229. 
Please contact the Foundation oĦce at 309-856-8702 for more information about the Legacy 
Society, or to let us know you have included the Foundation in your estate plans so we can say 

thank you and provide you with the recognition you deserve! All Legacy Society members receive 

a special KSF Legacy Society lapel pin and certiĤcate, and are invited to Legacy Society events. 

1001 N. Main St.
Kewanee, IL 61443
309.856.8702
www.kewaneeschoolsfoundation.org

reÁects their deep gratitude for the 

but face Ànancial challenges that may 
FireÀghters Local 513 Union.  


