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Roger and Merry Ann Malcolm, Brian 
Malcolm and Ginger (Malcolm) Newingham

Hudson, Jackson, Kellye, Rob, Boston, 
Raylene, Becky and Rachael Dorman

	 The new Kewanee High 
School Ag Science Center 
opened just before the end of 
the 2023 school year and was 
fully utilized by the students 
throughout the 2023/24 school 
year. This new 9,000 square 
foot facility was completed with 
help from generous donors in 
partnership with the Kewanee 
Schools Foundation.  The KHS 
Ag Department & Kewanee FFA 
Chapter is an award winning 
program with three Ag Educators 
serving approximately 200 
students.  This fall the program 
will expand to include a fourth ag 
teacher and all KCUD 7th & 8th 
grade students.
	 Named spaces in recognition 
of the donor families include the 
Rodney R. Dorman Classroom 
and FFA Lounge, and the Ag 
Science Office - Malcolm Farm 
Enterprises. The facility also 
includes a modern Ag Shop, 
Ag Science room, bathrooms, 
showers, and storage and is 
just a few steps away from the 
greenhouse. This beautiful new 
space was featured in an exhibit 
in Chicago in November 2023 at 

the Illinois Association of School 
Boards annual conference.    	
	 The Dorman Family visited 
the new Ag Science Center after 
a memorial plaque was placed 
and shared touching stories 
of Rod’s history and life. The 
Dorman family included wife 
Becky Dorman, son Rob Dorman 
(KHS Class of ‘01) and wife Kellye 
Dorman, daughters Rachael 
and Raylene, and grandchildren 
Hudson, Jackson and Boston. 
Through the generosity of the 
Dorman Family, Rodney R. 
Dorman’s enduring devotion to 
agriculture and his giving spirit 
continue to thrive in the hearts 
of all he touched. The plaque 
reminds students of his legacy 
and his passion for serving others.
	 The Ag Science Office 
provides much needed space for 
the Ag educators and is supported 
with a donation from Malcolm 
Farm Enterprises.  Roger Malcolm 
(KHS physics and mathematics 
instructor 1967-2001), his wife 
Merry Ann Malcolm, their son 
Brian Malcolm (KHS Class of ‘99), 
and daughter Ginger (Malcolm) 
Newingham (KHS Class of ‘03) 

proudly support the Kewanee 
Schools Foundation.
	 The Foundation and KCUSD 
#229 proudly recognizes the 
Dorman Family and Malcolm Farm 
Enterprises with naming rights 
and plaques in the Kewanee 
High School Ag Science Center at 
Kewanee High School.

EXCITING NEW AGRICULTURE FACILITY AT KHS
WITH DONOR SUPPORT

 Gold Star FS visited our Agriculture 
Science Center and shared not only info 

on the sprayer pictured but also discussed 
business structure and employment 

opportunities with our students. 



JIM AND ALICE GOLBY 
EMPATHY AWARD

	 Jim and Alice Golby were 
community leaders and 
educators and importantly, very 
faithful Boilermakers.  They 
believed in others and spent their 
lives in service to others.  Jim and 
Alice especially appreciated the 
people they encountered and the 
connection and experiences they 
had with them.
	 This award is given in 
celebration of their empathy for 
others.  This award honors a 
senior who shows great empathy 
for their fellow students and 
who demonstrates the personal 
characteristics of respect, 
selflessness, kindness, sincerity 
and loyalty.
	 Qualifying student shall have:
•	 Cumulative GPA of 3.0 or 

above
•	 Embodies empathy towards 

others (especially those who 
are not friends)

•	 Display good character 
(honesty, sincerity, loyalty, 
and selflessness)

•	 Financial need (although not 
as important as other criteria)

DEREK HODGE 
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP

	 Established in 2023 by family 
and friends to honor the life 
of Derek, KHS Class of 1984. 
Derek’s energy and laughter 
graced the halls of Kewanee 
High.  All who knew him was 
considered a friend for life.  His 
presence was felt while he was 

there.  With an eye towards the 
future, Derek had plans that he 
could provide a spark for the next 
generation.  Unfortunately, Derek 
passed away in 2010 after a 
courageous battle with cancer.  
	 With this in mind, the 
scholarship was established to 
keep Derek’s spirit alive and to 
provide support for a student 
who is seeking an opportunity to 
reach their educational goals and 
a brighter future. 
	 The criterion to be considered 
in determining the recipient of 
this scholarship include:  
•	 Must have a minimum 

cumulative GPA of 2.0.
•	 Must be a graduating senior 

enrolled in a two- or four-
year college or university, or 
vocational school.

•	 Applicant must be of good 
character and exemplify 
qualities of determination.

•	 Preference given to a student 
demonstrating financial need 
or other hardship(s).

JOHN JAGERS 
MEMORIAL AWARD 

	 Established in 2024 by 
family and friends to honor the 
life of John, KHS Class of 1962. 
John was a lifelong resident of 
Kewanee.  John was a fireman for 
the City of Kewanee, was a past 
member of the Kewanee School 
Board and was a former Henry 
County Coroner.  He was also a 
member of the KHS Athletic Hall 
of Fame Committee.
	 The John Jagers Memorial 
Award is awarded annually at 

commencement to a graduating 
student who has been admitted 
to any accredited trade or 
technical school.
	 The criteria for selection are 
as follows:
•	 The applicant must have at 

least an overall (2.0) C grade 
point average.

•	 Although scholastic 
achievement is important, the 
C student will be considered 
as strongly for this scholarship 
as the A and B student.

•	 Demonstrates good 
citizenship with care and 
concern for his or her fellow 
students and the community.

•	 Preference will be given to 
students demonstrating 
financial need and not 
receiving other significant 
monetary scholarships or 
awards.

MARY (BEYER) KEIM 
MATH/ACCOUNTING 

SCHOLARSHIP
		 Established in 2023 by Mary 
(Beyer) Keim, KHS Class of 1964.  
Mary was inspired and mentored 
by former KHS mathematics 
teacher Harriet McCarthy.  Mary 
owned and operated Keim 
Accounting in Moline, IL for 30 
years. Mary feels the excellent 
education she received at 
Kewanee High School was the 
foundation for her success. The 
scholarship will be awarded to a 
graduate of Kewanee High School 
who intends to pursue a career 
in Math, Accounting, Finance or 
related field.  

NEW SCHOLARSHIPS ESTABLISHED
The following scholarships were established through the 
Kewanee Schools Foundation to benefit KHS students.



	 The criterion to be considered 
in determining the recipient of 
this scholarship include:  
•	 Must have a minimum 

cumulative GPA of 3.5.
•	 Must be a graduating senior 

enrolled in a two- or four-
year college or university, or 
vocational school.

•	 Student is required to prepare 
a short, typed essay stating 
why they are choosing the 
field of study.

•	 Preference may be given to 
a student demonstrating 
financial need or other 
hardship(s).

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Eleanor Burkhart and 
Jillian Bennison

JOAN L. KEMPIN NOSAL 
“TENDER HEART, 
GENTLE HANDS” 

NURSING SCHOLARSHIP
	 This scholarship has been 
established in loving memory 
of Joan Nosal.  Joan L. Kempin 
Nosal graduated from Kewanee 
High School in 1947 and from 
St. Francis Hospital School of 
Nursing in 1950, where she 
attained her RN.  Whether as a 
floor nurse at St. Francis, or an 
ER Supervisor at Kewanee Public 
Hospital, Joan excelled as a 
skilled healthcare provider.  This 
scholarship was created to honor 

her and to encourage those who 
seek a career in the most noble 
profession of nursing.
	 This scholarship will be 
awarded to those students 
who exhibit the qualities of 
high academics, empathy and 
compassion toward others, 
patience, passion for caregiving, 
community engagement and 
dedication to fulfilling the need 
for tender hearts and gentle 
hands.
	 Qualifying students shall 
have:
•	 Minimum 3.0 GPA
•	 Goal of attaining CNA, LPN, 

ADN, RN or BSN
•	 Two letters of 

recommendation
•	 One paragraph reflection 

on the following quote: “The 
best way to find yourself is to 
lose yourself in the service of 
others.”  Mahatma Gandhi

•	 Financial need is not required.  
However, in the event of two 
equally qualified candidates, 
preference shall be given to 
that candidate with financial 
need.

	 Patients and their families 
deserve the full attention of 
a caring, dedicated nurse.  
Remember, yours will be a lasting 
impression on those facing some 
of their most difficult times.  
Strive to make it The Best!

KEVIN L. YEPSEN 
EXCELLENCE IN MATH 

SCHOLARSHIP
	 Kevin Yepsen graduated from 
Kewanee High School in 1985 
and the University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign in 1989 with 
a Bachelor of Science degree in 
finance.  In 1990, he moved back 
to the area when he accepted 
a loan officer position with 
Community State Bank. Within 

three years, at the age of 26, he 
was named President and Chief 
Executive Officer of the bank. 
	 While strengthening and 
growing a community bank 
certainly has a huge positive 
impact on the lives of community 
members and the vibrancy 
of the community, his work 
strengthening the community has 
reached well beyond the walls 
of the bank. His efforts outside 
the bank have improved the 
economic vitality of the region 
over the duration of his career 
by supporting new and growing 
businesses. 
	 He regularly supports many 
organizations, including the 
Kewanee School District.  In 
2023 he was named Honorary 
Boilermaker at Kewanee High 
School.
	 In addition to his career in 
finance and banking, he is an 
entrepreneur who continually 
researches, designs, implements, 
holds and sells various business 
ventures.
	 The Kevin L. Yepsen 
Excellence in Math Scholarship 
is awarded annually at 
commencement to a graduating 
student who has been admitted 
to any college or university with 
plans to pursue a 4-year degree.
	 The criteria for selection are 
as follows:
•	 Excels in math as 

demonstrated on national 
testing such as the SAT, ACT 
and/or the National Merit 
Scholarship.

•	 Must have a minimum GPA of 
3.5 or higher.

•	 Must be a graduating senior 
enrolled in any four-year 
college or university (or 
two-year college with plans 
to transfer and complete a 
4-year degree).



	

Dear Alumni & Friends,

	 Another amazing school year with the Kewanee High School 
Commencement recently behind us. The Class of 2024 appreciates 
the support they received from the Kewanee Schools Foundation 
and people like you throughout their education experience.  From 
classroom enhancements, dual credit scholarships, teacher grants and 
opportunities, new and improved facilities, to the scholarships awarded 
at graduation, all of our students benefit from the generosity of our many 
supporters.  We want to express our heartfelt gratitude to each and every 
one of you that help make all of this possible.  

	 Your continued support helps us fulfill our mission: to strengthen the educational opportunities 
for students of the Kewanee School District and promote community engagement within the 
District.  

	 Our scholarship program continues to grow with the addition of several new scholarships this 
year (see pages 2-3).  KHS ‘24 graduates received $136,200 in scholarships to be used for higher 
education.  We wish all Kewanee graduates success in their futures and hope that they will have 
an opportunity to acknowledge the support they received with a gift of their own someday. 

	 There are so many ways to support the students of the Kewanee School District and contribute 
to their success.  As you read through the pages of this newsletter, please take note of the many 
different ways we use our resources to fulfill our mission.  We continue to look for new ways to 
enhance the education of our almost 2,000 students.    

	 As I visited with District staff, students and families at the close of the school year, one thing 
became obvious: they are very aware of what we are doing together to support education in the 
Kewanee Schools and they truly appreciate it.  The level of gratitude these people feel for the 
Foundation and our many donors is heartwarming. 

	 Your support is essential to continuing the mission of the Foundation.  Won’t you please 
consider a gift in any amount to our Kewanee Schools Foundation 2024 Annual Fund Campaign?  
You can direct your gift to any fund of your choice or remain unrestricted (supports area of 
greatest need).  Or consider naming the Foundation in your estate planning and become a 
member in our Legacy Society. Every dollar counts, no matter how large or small! 

	 Thank you in advance for your generous contribution. Your support changes the lives of our 
students and helps prepare them for success. It is deeply appreciated.
	
Kind regards,

Jeffrey W. Johnson
Executive Director

P.S. You can use the convenient remittance envelope attached, call us at (309) 856-8702, or donate 
online at www.kewaneeschoolsfoundation.org. All gifts are tax-deductible as allowable by law. Thank you!



	 The following individuals are the 
2024 scholarship and award recipients:

NOAH BANEY:  The Frank and 
Fannie Lay Kewanee High School 
Award, Geoffrey R. Schmidt 
Memorial Scholarship; STEPHANIE 
ESPINOZA:  The Frank and Fannie 
Lay Kewanee High School Award; 
ELEANOR BURKHART:  The Kiwanis 
Cup, Lions Club Plaque, DAR Good 
Citizen Award, Doctor Smith Loyalty 
Award, Rotary Scholars Award, 
Hilding Beck Scholarship, Ken 
Fristad Memorial Golf Scholarship, 
Reeser Family Scholarship, Mary 
(Beyer) Keim Math/Accounting 
Scholarship; BRADEN CLARK: 
The Elks Trophy, The Chamber 
of Commerce Award, The David 
Hepner Football Memorial Award, 
Tom Blake Basketball Memorial 
Award, Rotary Scholars Award, Jerry 
Nell Memorial Award, Mattingly 
Student Council Leadership Award, 
Shaune Lewis Memorial Basketball/
Football Scholarship, Regional 
Media Athlete Of The Year Award; 
JILLIAN BENNISON:  The Lions Club 
Plaque, Rotary Scholars Award, 
Hilding Beck Scholarship, Kewanee 
Park District Scholarship, Dr. 
Robert Breedlove Scholarship, The 
Good Neighbor Award; VICTORIA 
DENNISON:  The Lions Club Plaque, 
Rotary Scholars Award, Robert L. 
Petersen Memorial Award, Dean L. 
Bates Scholarship, P.A. Hinderliter 
Scholarship; LARYN CONLEY:  The 
Mary Lee And H.T. Mercer Fine 
Arts Award, Dr. Ronald Thompson 
Memorial Scholarship, Ruth and 
Edmond Beauprez Memorial 
Scholarship, Kewanee Music 
Booster Scholarship, Christiansen 
Family Healthcare Scholarship, Joan 
L. Kempin Nosal “Tender Heart, 
Gentle Hands” Nursing Scholarship; 
COOPER BATES:  The Mary Lee 
and H.T. Mercer Fine Arts Award, 
Louis Armstrong Jazz Award, Dean 

L. Bates Scholarship, Kewanee High 
School Theater Scholarship, Norma 
Barto Memorial Scholarship, Blake/
Zarvell Memorial Music Scholarship; 
ALEXANDER HAGER:  The National 
Arion Foundation Award – Band, 
Barry Lee Ensley Memorial Award, 
Belle Alexander Dennis Scholarship, 
Rotary Scholars Award, The Harriet 
McCarthy Math Scholarship; 
WILLOW MARSHALL:  The National 
Arion Foundation Award – Band, 
Kevin L. Yepsen Excellence in Math 
Scholarship; ISAAC LYNES:  The 
National Arion Foundation Award – 
Choir, Kewanee High School Theater 
Scholarship, Richard Schieler 
Performing Arts Scholarship; 
RACHEL DERYCKE:  The Agriculture 
Advisory Council, Rumbold 
Valley Farms Award, FFA Alumni 
Scholarship; DANIEL BOSWELL:  
Industrial Education Award and 
Galen and Mary Landis Plaque, FFA 
Alumni Scholarship, Garden Club 
of Kewanee Scholarship; ABBIE 
BARTELL:  Pauline Scott Memorial 
Award; JACKSON HAWKINS: The 
Joe Hill Memorial Award, Robert 
E. Breedlove Scholarship; JERSIE 
DUYTSCHAVER: The Lions Club 
Plaque, Rotary Scholars Award, 
National School Choral Award, The 
Bernie Vanwassenhove-Johnson 
Scholarship Award, Dean L. Bates 
Scholarship, Patricia (Snider) Sullens 
Cheerleading Award, The Henry Hill 
Memorial Award, Heidi Heinrich 
Memorial Scholarship; JESUS 
ZEPEDA:  The Martin Rapczak and 
Rodney Rogers Memorial Patriotism 
Award; AVERY YEPSEN:  The 
Lions Club Plaque, Margaret Ririe 
Memorial Award, The Grace Hepner 
Memorial Award, Rotary Scholars 
Award, Glidden Family Scholarship, 
Dean L. Bates Scholarship; 
BETHANY VANWASSENHOVE:  
John Philip Sousa Band Award, 
The Chris R. Ketridge Memorial 
Journalism Award, Adela Wesebaum 

Award, Marvin Damron Memorial 
Scholarship, The Laurence 
Horler Scholarship; ABIGAIL 
DESCHEPPER:  The Bradley 
Wessels Memorial Award, Woody 
Herman Jazz Award, FFA Alumni 
Scholarship, American Legion 
Post #31 Scholarship, Dean L. 
Bates Scholarship, The Dekalb 
Agricultural Accomplishment Award, 
Gold Star FS Scholarship; AMY 
ENTAS: The Susan Smith Memorial 
Plaque; ELENA JACKSON: Rodney 
Rogers Memorial Medical Arts 
Award, P.A. Hinderliter Scholarship; 
ALISON BARTELL:  Ethel C. Tillman 
Scholarship; HANNAH INCE:  Rotary 
Oustanding Vocational Award, 
FFA Alumni Scholarship, Garden 
Club of Kewanee Scholarship; 
JACKSON SILVIS:  Kathryn L. Kirley 
Memorial Scholarship, Christiansen 
Family Education Scholarship; 
TYLER GORDEN:  Richard Mautino 
Memorial Government Service 
Learning Award; ASHLYNN BROSE:  
Hilding Beck Scholarship, Nolan-
Bruning Agriculture Scholarship; 
HANNAH TISKA:  Hilding Beck 
Scholarship; BLAISE LEWIS:  
Matthew Scott Memorial Award, 
George Cernovich Auto Service 
Scholarship; MELISSA FRAGOSO:  
Jerry Nell Memorial Award, Dean 
L. Bates Scholarship; NATALEE 
MARTIN:  Leo A. Saey Memorial 
Award, Richard A. Ruzas, Jr. 
Memorial Track Award, The Harriet 
McCarthy Math Scholarship, P.A. 
Hinderliter Scholarship; ASHLEY 
VANWASSENHOVE:  Dean L. Bates 
Scholarship, The Caring Spirit Award, 
P.A. Hinderliter Scholarship, Joan 
L. Kempin Nosal “Tender Heart, 
Gentle Hands” Nursing Scholarship; 
LONDYN WASHBURN:  The Katie 
Woods Creative Spirit Award; 
JOSHUA OGORZALEK:  Edwin F. 
Peterson Free Enterprise Memorial 
Scholarship Award, The Harriet

(Continued)

THE KEWANEE SCHOOLS FOUNDATION AND KEWANEE HIGH SCHOOL
AWARDS OVER $136,200 IN SCHOLARSHIPS TO 2024 GRADUATES



McCarthy Math Scholarship, 
Heidi L. Goodbar Memorial 
Art Scholarship, Judy Huggins 
Memorial Scholarship, 
Kewanee Schools Foundation 
Scholarship; RAIFE 
HAMMONS:  The Harriet 
McCarthy Math Scholarship, 
Derek Hodge Memorial 
Scholarship; ANDREA 
LANG:  Wayne and Hazel 
Zang Memorial Scholarship; 
BLAKE JOHNSTON:  The 
Bradley & Joanne Waugh 
Family Memorial Award; 
LANDON MASON:  Gary L. 
Zarvell Memorial Scholarship; 
NOELIA MARTINEZ:  Brian 
P. Murphy Memorial 
Scholarship;    
HOPE PEED:  R. Lynn Saey 
Memorial Scholarship, 
Ken Fristad Memorial Golf 
Scholarship, Anna L. Sheahan 
Memorial Scholarship; 
CORBYN POWERS:  James 
L. Golby - Kenneth W. 
Sullens Scholarship, Jim 
and Alice Golby Empathy 
Award; CRUZ PAREDES:  
Geoffrey R. Schmidt Memorial 
Scholarship; CAMRON 
SMITH:  Robert A. Grabbe 
Memorial Award; MAKAYLA 
ROESNER:  Robert A. 
Grabbe Memorial Award; 
CHLOIE MILLER:  Kewanee 
Rebekah Lodge #512 
Scholarship, John Jagers 
Memorial Award; PRESTIN 
HAMRICK:  John B. Heartt 
Memorial BHE Mechanics 
Scholarship; HANNAH 
MOORE:  Nolan-Bruning 
Education Scholarship; 
ADDISON GERARD:  
Kewanee High School 
Class Of 1957 Scholarship; 
ESTRELLA MORADO:  KHS 
Class Of 1972 Scholarship; 
DOROTHEA LUTZ:  Tyanda 
Thomas Kindness Award; 
CRISTIAN CAZARES:  
Kewanee High School Soccer 
Scholarship.

	 Congratulations to everyone on your retirement and a sincere “Thank 
you” for all you have done for the students and staff during your career.

Pictured left to right:  Dr. Chris Sullens, Dr. Tamara Brown, Jenny Grebner 
and Laura Nolan.  Missing from picture are Karen Rogula, 
Carl Rohrig, Joe Seyller, Bob Braden and Randy Cernovich. 

	 Dr. Sullens, has been the Superintendent of KCUSD #229 since 2006.  
His prior experience includes eight years as Principal and Superintendent/
Principal of Neponset School District and 12 years as Vocational Director 
and Tech Prep Coordinator with the Galva School District.
	 Dr. Tamara Brown was Principal at Irving School for 18 years. Her prior 
experience includes five years with the Regional Office of Education, three 
years at Hall School District, two years each in the Bradford School District 
and the Pekin School District and one year each with the Peoria Alternative 
School, the LeRoy School District and the Cowden-Herrick School District.
	 Jenny Grebner has been a Mathematics teacher at Kewanee High 
School since 2001. She also taught for eight years in the Morton School 
District and two years in Stillman Valley School District.  She has a BS and 
MS degrees from Illinois State University. At KHS she was Sophomore Class 
Advisor and Assistant Tennis Coach.
	 Laura Nolan has been a Title I teacher at Central Elementary for 15 
years.  Her prior experience includes seven years with the Galva School 
District. She has a BA degree from Illinois State University.  She was also a 
Freshmen and Junior Class Advisor.
	 Karen Rogula has been an Aide at Irving, Franklin and Belle Alexander 
schools for 17 years and a Parent Coordinator at Belle Alexander and Lyle 
Schools for 19 years. 
	 Randy Cernovich has been the Transportation Director and Bus Driver 
for the district for 11 years.  Carl Rohrig has been a Bus Driver and a 
Custodian at Belle Alexander and Kewanee High School for 7 years.  He was 
also a Volunteer Bowling Coach.
	 Joe Seyller has been a Bus Driver for the district 
for 14 1/2 years.  Bob Braden has been a Bus Driver 
for the district for 11 years.  			
	 Connie Wager retired February 28, 2023.  She has 
been an Office Aide and Secretary for 16 years and 
Payroll/Personnel for 23 years.  She was also a Junior 
High Volleyball Coach, Junior High Cheerleading Coach 
and a Sophomore Volleyball Coach.

		

CONGRATULATIONS DISTRICT 229 RETIREES

Pictured above Connie Wager



ESTATE PLANNING 
SYMPOSIUM AND 

INDUCTION OF NEW 
LEGACY SOCIETY 

MEMBERS

Lori Christiansen, KSF President, 
Roxana Parks and William Stewart

	
	 The Kewanee Schools 
Foundation recognizes those 
individuals who are thinking 
to the future by including the 
Foundation in their will or 
estate plans through our Legacy 
Society. By partnering with the 
Foundation, these generous 
donors will provide educational 
resources and a lasting legacy for 
future generations of children in 
the Kewanee School District.
	 Thanks to the generous 
support of these individuals over 
the last 34 years, we continue 
to grow our network of friends, 
increase our support, and fulfill 
our mission.
	 New members recognized 
and present at the Estate 
Planning Symposium held at 
Midland Golf Club on April 18 
were Roxana Parks and William 
Stewart.  New members that 
were unable to attend are Beth 
Harding, Sheila Whitehouse 
Hauserman, David Sprague, and 
Sherry “TD” Welch.

of the 
Kewanee High 
School Band 

	 A pre-show dinner for spon-
sors and invited guests was held 
in HF Brockman Gym prior to the 
concert.  A wonderful dinner was 
prepared for the guests by Pat 
Damron, KHS Food Service.  
	 Fifteen silent auction items 
were available to bid on prior to 
the concert and at intermission, 
as well as a 50/50 raffle.  
	 Former KCUSD #229 Band 
Director Eric Hollaway directed 
the 100th Anniversary Wind En-
semble on The Invincible Eagle by 
John Philip Sousa.  Also featured 
was the world premier in honor 
of the 100th Anniversary of the 
Kewanee Bands On, Forever On 
composed by KHS alumnus Dylan 
Wolf ‘19.

KHS band student Brennyn Ford

CELEBRATING

	 The Kewanee Schools Foun-
dation recently held a fundraising 
event to celebrate 100 Years of 
the Kewanee High School Band.  
The concert/fundraiser was held 
on Saturday, May 11, 2024.  
Proceeds of the event benefitted 
the Kewanee High School Music 
Department to purchase a PA 
system which will enhance the 
performances of the marching 
band and concert band at events 
and competitions.  Under the di-
rection of Alex Binek and Brittany 
Krohn, the concert featured the 
Kewanee High School Symphonic 
Band and the 100th Anniver-
sary Wind Ensemble with invited 
guests. 
	 Many thanks to the individu-
als and businesses that spon-
sored and donated items for the 
silent auction.  The event would 
not have been possible without 
their kind and generous support.  

Gold Sponsors
Anonymous
Binek Family 
Dan & Liz Breedlove
Dr. Rick and Mary Ann Cernovich
Good’s Furniture 
Great Dane LLC
Kewanee Music Boosters
Peoples National Bank
Dr. Chris and Kristine Sullens

Silver Sponsors
State Bank of Toulon

Bronze Sponsors
Todd & Diane Reeser
Rux Funeral Home



	 Phil Good (KHS Class of 1952) 
passed away on February 20, 
2024. He was chosen for this 
year’s Alumni Spotlight before 
his passing because of his many 
personal successes as well as 
his tremendous generosity and 
support for the students of the 
Kewanee School District.
	 Phil lived an extraordinary life 
as a family man above all else. 
He was kindhearted, gentle, and 
charismatic, while always showing 
strength and perseverance as 
a businessman and community 
leader.
	 He was born and raised in 
Kewanee and attended Kewanee 
Schools. After graduating 
from Kewanee High School 
he attended Colorado College 
earning a degree in economics 
and was a Cadet in the ROTC. He 
was later commissioned as an 
officer in the US Army Reserve 
and was honorably discharged 
in 1964 with the rank of Captain 
and Commander of Company C, 

338th Regiment, 85th Division. 
Phil joined his father Everett in 
the family furniture business 
begun by his grandfather in 
1895. Phil applied his innovation 
and entrepreneurial genius to 
grow the family business over the 
next several decades to become 
an expansive quarter million-foot 
furniture destination spanning 
three city blocks in downtown 
Kewanee. He was active in the 
community serving on many 
boards over his lifetime, including 
the Library Board, Kewanee 
Rotary, Kewanee Hospital Board, 
Kewanee Credit Union Board, 
Union Federal Savings and Loan, 
and others.
	 Phil received many industry and 
local awards including Honorary 
Boilermaker in 2007, and his 
high school football team was 

inducted into the Kewanee High 
School Athletic Hall of Fame in 
2015.  
	 Phil lived life to the fullest and 
will be missed by many.  His 
legacy lives on with his family’s 
generous support for Kewanee 
and education. Among his many 
gifts, he provided generous 
donations specifically for the 
Good’s Gymnasium (2000) and 
the Good’s Learning Resources 
Center library expansion (2006) 
at Kewanee High School.  

	

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT
PHIL GOOD  - CLASS OF 1952

Three generations of the Good family, from left to right, 
Kaleigh, Mary, Phil, grandsons Philip and Everett, and son Phil, Jr.

FURNITURE | MATTRESS



Dr. Chris Sullens, 
Superintendent KCUSD #229 and 

Rebecca Baney, KHS Principal

	 Kewanee Superintendent Dr. 
Chris Sullens retires at the end of 
June 2024 and passes the torch 
to Mrs. Rebecca Baney.  As the 
new superintendent, Mrs. Baney 
brings years of professional 
experience.  She started her 
career in 2001 with the Kewanee 
School District, advancing from 
classroom teacher to instructional 
coach, and elementary to high 
school principal.  While she will 
be very busy running the District, 
she will also be working closely 
with the Foundation to help 
identify and prioritize ways to best 
use our resources to continue 
our mission to strengthen and 
enhance education and promote 
community engagement.   
	 We welcome Mrs. Baney to 
the leadership position and look 
forward to more exciting news 
and events with Foundation 
support in the future.
	 Superintendent Dr. Chris 
Sullens guided the District 
through many challenges and 
changes over the past 18 years.  

During his tenure with the 
District, he has become known 
as a visionary, dedicated to the 
improvement of the District and 
high quality education of all 
students in the Kewanee School 
District. Looking at the District 
today, no one would deny that 
the District continues to improve 
and meet the educational needs 
of all of our students thanks to 
his efforts.  The Foundation is 
proud to have partnered with the 
District in this growth. 
	 In recognition of Dr. Sullens’ 
career and accomplishments, 
and at his request, the 
Foundation is launching a new 
initiative called the Kewanee 
Schools Care Closet Fund.  
Throughout his career Dr. Sullens 
has been passionate about 
supporting our students living 
in poverty.  He has personally 
supported student needs and 
made sure that students are 
not embarrassed or denied 
participation in activities because 
of financial need.
	 This fund will provide 
important resources for any 
student with basic needs. We 
know our youngest learners have 
different needs than our high 
school students. Anything that 
might be a barrier to effective 
learning, such as hunger, 
hygiene, clothing, etc. can be 
mitigated at each school building 
according to their needs. Some 
supplies can be kept on hand and 
prepaid debit cards will also be 
available to staff for unforeseen 
urgent needs.

A CHANGE IN LEADERSHIP FOR KCUSD #229 
AND A NEW INITIATIVE FOR THE 

KEWANEE SCHOOLS FOUNDATION

	 The Kewanee Schools Care 
Closet Fund is a newly added 
option on our remittance 
envelope but donations can be 
directed to the fund at any time 
through the Kewanee Schools 
Foundation.  We appreciate the 
generosity of the KHS Class of 
1981 and others in supporting 
this initiative and look forward 
to continuing this important 
program.

KEWANEE HIGH SCHOOL 
ATHLETIC HALL OF FAME

	 The KHS Athletic Hall of 
Fame Committee has selected 
their inductees for 2024.  
Several outstanding individual 
athletes and a championship 
team of the past will be 
honored at this year’s event.  
	 Among those who will be 
honored are:  Coach – Kirk 
Fristad ‘82; Distinguished 
Alumni – Nathan Breed ‘93, 
Eric Welgat ‘84 and Nick 
Welgat ‘00; Friends – Good’s 
Furniture and Jerry Salisbury; 
Female Athletes – Gloria (Guy) 
Hawkins ’78, Karen (Peart) 
Krager ‘77; Freya (Block) 
Watson ‘13; Male Athlete – Cal 
Breedlove ’12, Steve Kuffel ’83 
and Dontae Pryor ‘12; Team - 
1993 Football.
	 The induction ceremony will 
be held in Petersen Auditorium 
on September 21, 2024 and is 
open to the public.
	 Congratulations to the 
2024 KHS Athletic Hall of 
Fame Honorees!

		



SUPERINTENDENT EMERITUS        
MR. JAMES GOLBY - 11/12/23

CLASS OF 1941
MARY (RIGGEN) MEDLEY - 9/11/23

CLASS OF 1942
JERRY PONTSLER - 12/13/22

CLASS OF 1945
BILL OLIVER - 1/5/24

CLASS OF 1946
LOIS (BENTLEY) ESHELMAN - 7/9/23

CLASS OF 1947
JANIS (BATTERSBY) CRAIG - 4/6/24

CLASS OF 1948
PATRICIA J. (ORR) AUMILLER - 

8/13/23
GILBERT (WAYNE) CURRIER - 

11/7/23
MARGARET (BLAKE) HOGEBOOM - 

2/13/24
LOIS (SANDERS) STABLER - 5/9/24

CLASS OF 1949
RICHARD L. MCNEILL - 4/7/24
JEROME SHINKEVICH - 7/13/23

CLASS OF 1950
PATRICIA (KIRKHOVE) EARLEY - 

7/4/23
ANTHONY LOPEZ - 5/23/24
ELDON MCNAUGHT - 7/17/23

CLASS OF 1951
HELEN (GORHAM) LAMBERT - 

5/14/23
ELEANOR (QUAYLE) JENKINS - 

3/5/24
DELORES (OSBORNE) SEYLLER - 

6/29/23
ANN (FISCHER) STURTEWAGEN - 

4/13/24
DINA L. (WILLIAMS) VAN AUTREVE - 

11/27/23

CLASS OF 1952
PHILIP H. GOOD - 2/20/24
JOHN STEWART - 1/28/23
VIVIAN (VUJAKOVICH) VJARDES - 

1/9/24

CLASS OF 1953
RUTH MARIE (WAGER) BOELENS - 

4/7/24
NORMA J. (LOUGHE) MERCER - 

3/23/24

CLASS OF 1954
JOHN C. ANNETT - 10/14/23
PATRICIA (BYBOKAS) CROCKETT - 

5/5/24
CHARLOTTE “JOAN” CURRIER - 

11/29/23
GENE R. EMERY - 10/4/23
MARCIA (SOUBA) MCDERMOTT - 

9/30/23
THOMAS SCHERTZER - 3/4/24
JOHN SPETS - 9/17/23
WILLIAM L. VAN DIERENDONCK - 

4/14/24
JOAN VUJAKOVICH - 11/11/23

CLASS OF 1955
CAROLE (RALEY) BARTON - 2/24/24
ROBERT E. FUERST - 4/15/24
STINA (VUJAKOVICH) TAVARES - 

6/16/23

CLASS OF 1956
JOANN (VANWASSENHOVE) BARNES 

- 8/13/23
DIANE (GREENHAGEN) DZIENGEL - 

9/3/23
JERRY L. MILLER - 10/28/23
DONALD SNIESKI - 12/8/23

CLASS OF 1957
ROSE (DAMM) DYE - 1/26/24
PATRICK S. GRAHAM - 5/31/24
ROBERT “BOB” HARDY - 11/19/23
JOHN MCNAUGHT - 6/11/23
JOHN T. REDMOND - 4/18/24

CLASS OF 1958
GARY L. LAMB - 10/9/23

CLASS OF 1959
ALBERT DECONINCK - 8/1/23
PATRICIA WILAMOSKI - 12/27/23

CLASS OF 1960
JAMES RIRIE - 3/16/23

CLASS OF 1961
JANE F. BOSWELL - 11/13/23
ROBERT E. MAJESKE - 4/27/24
ROZANN M. (KILSTROM) SNYDER - 

2/4/24 

CLASS OF 1962
JOHN JAGERS - 12/28/23
BENNETT “BENNY” KUSTER - 

3/23/24
ROZANN (KILSTROM) SNYDER - 

2/4/24
BRUCE L. WARD - 5/14/24

CLASS OF 1963
LINDA (BILLIET) BOLLS - 11/20/23

CLASS OF 1965
SHERYLE (MORRISON) SCOTT - 

1/27/24

CLASS OF 1966
LESLEY E. CASE - 4/30/24
JOHN D. TIBBS - 12/6/23

CLASS OF 1967
DONALD D. DOWELL, JR - 7/31/23
KENT GRIFFIN - 4/5/24
JEAN (DRISCOLL) WATSON - 2/2/24

CLASS OF 1968
CHRISTINE (BYERS) BOSWELL - 

4/1/24
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CLASS OF 1969
MARY LYNN (KUSTER) SHOEMAKER - 

5/1/24
THOMAS L. “WISHBONE” WISNIEWS-

KI - 5/10/24

CLASS OF 1970
BONNIE L. BRODY - 10/12/23
CHARLES “CHUCK” ENTAS - 

12/27/23
LESLIE E. GILLESPIE - 6/8/23
MARTIN RYAN - 1/17/24
JOHN G. STATZ - 9/10/23

CLASS OF 1971
PATRICIA (THURWANGER) BENT - 

2/22/24
DONALD L. HARVEY - 11/29/23

CLASS OF 1972
TERENCE “TERRY” MADSEN - 

8/30/23
MICHAEL “MICK” OSTROWSKI - 

9/21/23

CLASS OF 1974
DEANNE “DEE DEE” (VINAVICH) TAY-

LOR - 6/21/23

CLASS OF 1975
GERALD L. BUMPHREY - 9/28/23
GREGORY CRUSE - 1/29/24
ROBBIN (TIEMANN) FREW - 3/19/24

CLASS OF 1976
DIANA K. (MILLER) ANDERSON - 

5/27/24
DONNA J. (ROBERTS) EDENS - 

4/1/24
STEVEN STIVERS - 2/29/24

CLASS OF 1978
STEPHEN R. KUSTER - 10/8/23

CLASS OF 1979
TIMOTHY CALHOUN - 6/22/18

CLASS OF 1981
WILLIAM BOOKER - 9/25/23

The CLASS OF 1959 65th 
reunion will be held on Saturday, 
October 5, 2024.  For further 
information please contact 
Nancy (Anderson) Parker at 
knparker4041@yahoo.com or 
Jeanne (Van Nieuwenhuyse) 
DeConinck.

The CLASS OF 1964 60th 
reunion will be held August 1, 
2024 at The Downtown Eatery 
and Bakery in Kewanee.  For 
further information please 
contact Connie (Tossell) Mangan 
at conn8757@comcast.net or 
Mary (Beyers) Keim at keimacct@
gmail.com.
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CLASS OF 1983
DEANNE (WORKHEISER) HAMRICK - 

8/5/23

CLASS OF 1985
DUSTY DRAWYER - 7/19/23

CLASS OF 1988
LT. COL. JERRY A. MOON - 9/21/23

CLASS OF 1992
JAMES J. JONES - 7/24/23

CLASS OF 1996
TIMOTHY L. SMITH - 7/15/23

CLASS OF 2023
MAKENNA A. PEED - 4/23/24

The CLASS OF 1969 55th 
reunion will be held Saturday, 
October 5, 2024 at 5:00 pm at 
The Elk’s in Kewanee.  For further 
information please contact Janie 
Metscaviz at mtscvz@frontier.
com.

The CLASS OF 1974 will be 
celebrating their 50th Class 
Reunion on August 17, 2024 at 
6:00 pm at the Flemish-American 
Club in Kewanee.  There will be a 
Friday night mixer at Cerno’s Bar 
& Grill from 6:00 - 10:00 pm and 
is open to the public.  In addition, 

a tour of KHS will be held at 9:30 
am on August 17.  For further 
information please contact Lori 
(Madsen) Christiansen at lcbc1@
comcast.net, Annette (Seyller) 
Demay at annette_demay@
hotmail.com or Pamela (Krahn) 
Baker.

The CLASS OF 1984 40th 
reunion will be held August 31, 
2024 at The Elk’s in Kewanee.  
For further information please 
contact Glenda (Dir) Stoner at 
glendav1984@gmail.com.

CLASS REUNIONS
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KEWANEE SCHOOLS FOUNDATION 
Legacy Society

Kewanee Schools Foundation recognizes those individuals who are thinking to the future through its Legacy Society. The Legacy Society is made up of 
individuals who have promised to leave a future gift to the Kewanee Schools Foundation after their passing. Common future gifts include bequests, life 

insurance, retirement plans, charitable gift annuities, charitable remainder trusts, and others. Many 
donors find they can make a much greater impact on the Kewanee School District and Foundation by 
making a gift from their estates. As such, these generous donors will provide educational resources 
and a lasting legacy for future generations of children in the Kewanee Community Unit School District 
#229. 

Please contact the Foundation office at 309-856-8702 for more information about the Legacy 
Society, or to let us know you have included the Foundation in your estate plans so we can say thank 
you and provide you with the recognition you deserve! All Legacy Society members receive a special 
KSF Legacy Society lapel pin and certificate, and are invited to Legacy Society events. 

1001 N. Main St.
Kewanee, IL 61443
309.856.8702
www.kewaneeschoolsfoundation.org


