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The following scholarships were
established through the Kewanee
Schools Foundation to benefit KHS
students. If you have any interest in
adding to these scholarships, or wish
to establish a new scholarship, please
contact the Foundation office.

BLAKE/ZARVELL
MEMORIAL MUSIC SCHOLARSHIP

Warren “Skinny” Blake

Established in memory of Warren
“Skinny” Blake and Dr. Ray Zarvell.

Warren “Skinny’’ Blake was a
1927 graduate of KHS who was heavily
involved in band and orchestra. Even
before graduation, and after graduation,
Skinny Blake was playing trumpet in
dance bands. He soon became a noted
musician in the Midwest having played
in 15 different bands and performing
with such greats as Bix Beiderbecke,
Louie Bellson and Pearl Bailey. Skinny
Blake had six children all of whom
graduated from KHS and were heavily in-
volved in music as well. Skinny’s young-
est son John carried on his legacy after
graduating from KHS by playing in US Air
Force Bands, the Peoria Pops Orchestra
and numerous other bands in the area.

Dr. Ray Zarvell

Dr. Ray K. Zarvell was a 1956
graduate of Kewanee High School
who was also heavily involved in its
music programs. Dr. Zarvell went on to
graduate from Bradley University with a
degree in Music Education and later a
Ph.D in Psychology. Dr. Zarvell remained
active in music at Bradley, Williamsfield
schools, where he was music director,
Peoria Pops Orchestra and the Kewanee
Jazz on the Side Band. Dr. Zarvell was
a staunch supporter of KHS music
programs by being a positive influence,
mentor and inspiration to instructors
and students.

The families of Warren “Skinny”’
Blake and Dr. Ray K. Zarvell wish to
carry on their legacy through the estab-
lishment of the Blake/Zarvell Memorial
Music Scholarship.

This $1,000 scholarship is to be
awarded annually at graduation to one
senior who has shown outstanding
achievement in and dedication to the
Kewanee High School Music Depart-
ment over four years at Kewanee High
School. The criteria for selection is
based upon:

* Demonstrating a true love and passion
for music performance.

e Qutstanding commitment and dedica-
tion to the KHS Bands and/or Choirs.

* Eager participation in extracurricular
music offerings throughout high school.
* A positive and supportive attitude
when working with their peers in the
Music Department.

* Preference will be given to those
planning to pursue a career or major in
music.

THE CARING SPIRIT AWARD

Connie Herrick and Betty Curran

Established in loving memory of
Betty Curran and Connie Herrick. Betty
and Connie were friends. Both women
were registered nurses who spent their
lives in service to their families and
community. Betty was a Kewanee High
School graduate and a mother to seven
children, all KHS graduates. She spent
most of her nursing career tenderly
caring for new mothers and welcoming
countless babies to the world. Connie
ministered to the Kewanee community
as a nurse, an educator, a health care
administrator, and a community leader.
She was a loving mother to three daugh-
ters. This award is in honor of their
caring spirts.

The criterion to be considered in
determining the recipient of this scholar-
ship include:

1. Must be a graduating senior pursuing
a career in healthcare. Preference will
be given to those pursuing a RN or LPN
degree.

2. Must have a minimum 2.5 GPA.

3. Must demonstrate care and concern
for his or her fellow students and the
community.

4. Financial need is not required. How-
ever, if there are two equal candidates,
preference should be given to student
with the greatest financial need.



KHS RECOGNIZES 10 VALEDICTORIANS AND 1 SALUTATORIAN

From Mike Helenthal, Kewanee Star Courier USA TODAY NETWORK

There’s a lot of smart kids at Ke-
wanee High School.

In fact, so many that this year’s list
of valedictorians and their achievements
is longer than usual.

KHS named 10 valedictorians at
graduation and one salutatorian. The
following is a synopsis of their high-
performing high school achievements
and where they plan to go next as they
prepare for college and a career.

This year’s list of KHS Class of 2021
valedictorians includes: Timothy Arzola,
Ailynn Duarte, Chloe Gruszeczka, Natalie
Yepsen, Ahtziri Castillo, Connor Bryan,
Gabriel Johnson, Henry Burkhart, Isa-
bella Tondreau and Layla Dev. Hannah
Pratt is the salutatorian.

Valedictorian: Timothy Arzola, the
son of Ruben and Gretchen Arzola,
plans to attend Black Hawk College for a
year before studying business marketing
at the University of lllinois.

Academic honors include earning
highest honors for four years and a
two-year membership in the National
Honor Society. He is an academic all-
conference winner and was named Elk's
Student of the Month.

Connor Bryan, the son of Jamie and
Tamara Bryan, has an accepted appoint-
ment to West Point’s Class of 2025 and
will report there in June for education
and training programs. He plans to

major in chemistry and pursue a military
medical career.

He is a four-year class president, a
member of the Student Council, an Eas-
ter Seals volunteer and was a member
of youth advisory councils for the local
YMCA, Sen. Chuck Weaver’s office and
the NFHS.

Academic honors include National
Honor Society, DAR Good Citizens Award,
Elk’s Student of the Month, a KHS nomi-
nee for the IHSA all-academic team,
all-conference all-academic team (cross
country and swimming), speech sec-
tional qualifier, biliteracy certification,
second team all-conference Scholastic
Bowl and a congressional nomination
to USMA from Congresswoman Cheri
Bustos. He also was a member of the
all-conference scholastic bowl team and
the all-sectional and all-state cast.

As an athlete, Connor was recog-
nized for the coaches and AD award for
swimming and was the team’s MVP. He
is a 2020 Star Courier Athlete of the
Week and earned an all-area honorable
mention for swimming. He also served
as a homecoming attendant.

Henry Burkhart, the son of Suzanne
and the late Jim Burkhart, plans to earn
his associate’s degree at Black Hawk
College and then finish a bachelor’s
degree in engineering at a four-year
university. His academic honors include
two years as a National Honor Society
member, lllinois State Scholar designa-
tion, WKEI Student of the Month, Elk’'s
Student of the Month and the seal of
biliteracy.

His extracurricular activities include
Key Club where he served as senior
board member, Student Council mem-
bership and co-captain of the soccer
team as a senior. He also participated
in baseball and golf.

Ahtziri Castillo, the daughter of Brigida
Castillo and Rutino Castillo, plans to at-
tend the University of Illinois and major
in business.

She earned highest honors at KHS
for four years, is a two-year member
of the National Honor Society and was
named an lllinois State Scholar. She is
a one-year member of ILMEA, earned
the seal of biliteracy and was named
to the all-academic tennis team two
years. Ahtziri’s extracurricular activities
included four years on the tennis team
and four years as a band member.

Layla Dey, the daughter of Sid and
Amy Dey, plans to study graphic design
at the University of lllinois at Urbana-
Champaign upon graduation.

She is a two-year National Honor So-
ciety member, an lllinois State Scholar
and was on the KHS honor roll for four
years. She was a member of the all-
sectional Group Interpretation cast and
earned Best of Day honors in the solo
ensemble contest, in addition to other
performance awards. She also earned
the seal of biliteracy and was an ILMEA
band member.

Her extracurricular activities includ-
ed color guard captain (including three
first place finishes), band and jazz choir,
National Arts Society, Key Club, cheer-
leading, fall play, and spring musical and
group interpretation.



Ailynn Duarte, the daughter of Car-
melo and Nubia Duarte, plans to attend
Loyola University in Chicago to major
in bio chemistry on a pre-med track of
study.

She was named to the KHS honor
roll all four years, is a two-year National
Honor Society member (and president
her senior year) and was named an
Illinois State Scholar. In addition to
earning the seal of biliteracy, she was
named Elk’'s and WKEI Student of the
Month. She also was named to the
all-academic basketball and volleyball
teams. Extracurricular activities include
basketball (captain), volleyball, Key Club
(president), Student Council (secretary),
National Art Honor Society, Climate
Crew, class treasurer and Fellowship of
Christian Athletes.

Chloe Gruszeczka, the daughter
of Shawn and Amber Gruszeczka, will
attend Augustana College where she
plans to major in pre-medicine and work
towards being an anesthesiologist. She
also plans to pursue an art minor. She
is a two-year National Honor Society
member and was on the highest honor
roll for four years. She also earned all-
academic honors in dance and volley-
ball.

Extracurricular activities included
volleyball, pompon/competitive dance,
National Art Honor Society, Key Club,
Student Council and worked two jobs.

Gabriel Johnson, the son of Dale
and Amanda Johnson, plans to attend
Bradley University and major in history
and education.

His academic recognitions include:
Illinois State Scholar; Elk's and WKEI
Student of the Month; two-year National
Honor Society; NSHSS; Jr. IMEA trum-
pet (freshman); TRAC trumpet (three
years); track, cross country (junior);
Best Drum Major Award at WIU competi-
tion; Coaches and AD award for cross
country; two Best of Day awards and
six Division | medals at IHSA solo and
ensemble contest; highest honors all
four years; ILMEA All-state honors choir
(senior); perfect score earned in barber-
shop quartet; homecoming attendant
(junior); cross country and track team
captain; two-year drum major; and seal
of biliteracy.

Isabella Tondreau, daughter of Lisa
Tondreau and Gerard Tondreau, plans
to earn a bachelor’s degree in biological
sciences at lllinois State University as
part of pre-med studies. Her career goal
is to be a surgeon.

Her academic honors include lllinois
State Scholar, National Honor Soci-
ety, Student of the Month and several
awards in volleyball, basketball and
track.

Isabella’s extracurricular activites
include volleyball, basketball, making
art, reading and a part time job.

Natalie Yepsen, daughter of
Marty and Kara Yepsen, plans to attend
Winona State University to major in Early
Childhood Education, with a spanish
minor. Academic honors include lllinois
State Scholar, four years on the highest
honor roll, and two years in the National
Honor Society, where she served as
vice president as a senior. She also
earned the seal of biliteracy. She was a
member of the all-academic teams for
golf, dance and IHSA golf, and was all-
conference in golf for three years. She
earned the Perfect Attendance Award all
four years.

Salutatorian Hannah Pratt, the
daughter of Michael and Katherine
Pratt, plans to attend the University of
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign to study
biology and become a physician’s as-
sistant.

Her academic honors include Na-
tional Honor Society, treasurer for two
years, all-academic cheer for two years,
highest honor roll for four years. Elk’s
Student of the Month and Gl sectional
participation. She also earned the
commendation for biliteracy, was on the
high honor roll for two years and was a
homecoming attendant.

Extracurricular activities include
four years of cheerleading (two as cap-
tain), Student Council (president), Key
Club (secretary), Group Interpretation
team, musical, band member, National
Arts Honor Society, National Honor Soci-
ety and Fellowship of Christian Athletes.



The Kewanee Schools Foundation and
the Kewanee School District awarded
over $108,000 to the Class of 2021 this
year. Award winners are: Keagan An-
derson: KHS 3 x 4 Award; Christiansen

Family 4 year/3 sport Athletic Scholar-
ship; Timothy Arzola: Harriet McCar-
thy Math Scholarship; Rotary Scholar;
The Lions Club Plaque; Neeva Baney:
Norma Barto Memorial Scholarship;
Blake/Zarvell Memorial Music Scholar-
ship; National School Choral Award;
Emma Blodgett: Kewanee Park District
Scholarship; Kira Bond: Pauline Scott
Memorial Award; Jasper Brokaw: Woody
Herman Jazz Award; Connor Bryan: Ke-
wanee High School Theater Scholarship;
Elk’s Trophy; Mary Lee & H.T. Mercer
Fine Arts Award; Jerry Nell Memorial
Award; KHS 3 x 4 Award; Christiansen
Family 4 year/3 sport Athletic Scholar-
ship; DAR Good Citizen; Rotary Scholar;
Martin Rapczak and Rodney Rogers Me-
morial Patriotism Award; Glidden Family
Scholarship; The Lions Club Plaque;
Henry Burkhart: Harriet McCarthy Math
Scholarship; Barry Lee Ensley Memo-
rial Award; Rotary Scholar; Hilding Beck
Scholarship; The Lions Club Plaque;
Ahtziri Castillo: Harriet McCarthy Math
Scholarsihp; National Arion Band Award;
Rotary Scholar; Laurence Horler Schol-
arship; The Lions Club Plaque; Adriana
Contreras: Ethel Tillman Award; Ruth &
Edmond Beauprez Memorial Scholar-
ship; Dean L. Bates Scholarship; Morgan
Cummings: Robert A. Grabbe Memo-
rial Award; Josie DeBord: Christiansen
Family Healthcare Scholarship; Jerry
Nell Memorial Award; Melcon DeJesus
llI: Dr. Ronald Thompson Scholarship;
Richard A. Ruzas, Jr. Memorial Track
Award; Frank & Fannie Lay Kewanee
High School Award; Bryanna Delgado:
Anna L. Sheahan Memorial Scholarship;
Kewanee High School Theater Scholar-

ship; National Arion Award-Choral; Mary
Lee & H.T. Mercer Fine Arts Award;
Hilding Beck Scholarship; Jacob De-
Muynck: George Cernovich Auto Service
Scholarship; Calvin DeSplinter: Edwin F.
Peterson Free Enterprise Award; KHS 3 x
4 Award; Geoffrey R. Schmidt Memorial
Scholarship; Layla Dev: Christiansen
Family Band Scholarship; Louis Arm-
strong Jazz Award; Christiansen Family
Fine Arts Scholarship; Rotary Scholar;
Hilding Beck Scholarship; The Lions Club
Plaque; Ailynn Duarte: Doctor Smith
Loyalty Award; Tom Blake Basketball
Memorial Award; Leo A. Saey Memorial
Award; Mattingly Student Council Lead-
ership Award; Kewanee Schools Foun-
dation Scholarship; Richard Mautino
Memorial Government Service Learning
Award; The Marvin Damron Memorial
Scholarship; Robert L. Petersen Memo-
rial Award; Rotary Scholar; The Lions
Club Plaque; Cody Fitzsimmons: Hilding
Beck Scholarship; Chloe Gruszeczka:
Rodney Rogers Memorial Arts Award;
Belle Alexander Dennis Scholarship;
Hilding Beck Scholarship; The Lions
Club Plaque; Adriana Hollis: The Caring
Spirit Award; Gabriel Johnson: Bernie
VanWassenhove-Johnson Scholarship
Award; Christiansen Family Education
Scholarship; John Philip Sousa Award;
Kewanee Music Boosters Senior Schol-
arship; R. Lynn Saey Memorial Scholar-
ship; Masonic Lodge #159 Scholarship
Award; Dean L. Bates Scholarship;
Rotary Scholar; Kewanee Rebekah
Lodge #512 Scholarship; James L.
Golby-Kenneth W. Sullens Scholarship;
The Lions Club Plaque; Kazeer John-
son: Robert A. Grabbe Memorial Award;
Joshua Larabee: Industrial Education
Award and Galen & Mary Landis Plaque;
Jessica Martinez: Family & Consumer
Science Award; Frank & Fannie Lay
Kewanee High School Award; Samantha
Nunez: Wayne & Hazel Zang Memorial
Scholarship; Geoffrey R. Schmidt Memo-
rial Scholarship; Walkyr Peed: Ken Fris-
tad Memorial Golf Scholarship; Hannah_
Pratt: Adela Wesebaum Award; Dean L.
Bates Scholarship; Patricia (Snider) Sul-
lens Cheerleading Award:

Hilding Beck Scholarship; Delaney
Reynolds: Dean L. Bates Scholarship;

Troy Bryner Memorial Scholarship;
Susan Smith Memorial Plaque; Grace
Hepner Memorial Award; Hilding Beck
Scholarship; Kaylin Scott: Katie Woods
Creative Spirit Award; Chloe Shaw: The
Agriculture Advisory Council: Rumbold
Valley Farms Award; FFA Alumni Award;
DeKalb Agricultural Accomplishment
Award; Gold Star FS Scholarship; Bradley
Wessels Memorial Award; Lauren
Sheets: Dr. Robert Breedlove Memorial
Athletics Scholarship; Loraine Lambert
Memorial Nursing Scholarship; Kole_
Stach: Rotary Vocational Outstanding
Award; Chamber of Commerce Award;
Matthew Scott Memorial Award; Tayvian
Taylor: David Hepner Football Memorial;
Isabella Tondreau: Rotary Scholar;
Hilding Beck Scholarship; The Lions
Club Plaque; Carley Troxell: Kewanee
Soccer Scholarship; Kewanee 3 x4
Award; Kevin VanWassenhove: Harriet
McCarthy Math Scholarship; Bryce
Webster: 0dd Fellows Plaque; KHS
Class of 1934 Memorial Scholarship
Award; American Legion Post #31 Roy C.
Pettitt Scholarship; Ryan Welgat: Joe Hill
Memorial Award; Katelyn Witte: Robert
E. Breedlove Scholarship; Dean L. Bates
Scholarship; Brian P. Murphy Memorial
Scholarship; Nicholas Woods: Kewanee
Rebekah Lodge #512 Scholarship;
Chloe Workheiser: Bradley & Joanne
Waugh Family Memorial Award; Natalie
Yepsen: Math & Science Award; Heidi

L. Goodbar Memorial Art Scholarship;
Anna L. Sheahan Memorial Scholarship;
Ken Fristad Memorial Golf Scholarship;
0Odd Fellows Plaque; Margaret Ririe
Memorial Award; Kathryn L. Kirley
Memorial Scholarship; Rotary Scholar;
Reeser Family Scholarship; The Lions
Club Plaque.




Dear Alumni & Friends,

This issue of Alumni Update celebrates the Class of 2021 as they graduate
from KHS and begin the next chapter in their lives. We are very proud of them
and wish them welll We also celebrate the alumni and other donors in the
community who contributed more than $108,000 in scholarships to the Class
of 2021, awarded through the Kewanee Schools Foundation and Kewanee
School District, as well as those alumni who established new scholarship
funds this past year. The Foundation and District are very grateful to all of our
scholarship benefactors for their kind and generous support. THANK YOU!

Not included in this total are the Dual Credit Scholarships the Foundation awards each year to high
school Juniors and Seniors. Last year, forty-four Kewanee High School students were afforded more
than $6,000 in Dual Credit Scholarships from Kewanee Schools Foundation which provided them with
the opportunity to take college coursework while still in high school. Each year, the Foundation receives
requests in excess of $10,000, but unfortunately is not able to fund the entire amount requested. Our
goal is to assist all students who need this type of support on an annual basis.

The Dual Credit Scholarship program gives Kewanee High School students the opportunity to receive
high school and college credit simultaneously for certain coursework. As such, many of our students
are able to enter college as sophomores after graduating from KHS, and are spared a year of college
expenses.

“The dual credit scholarships helped me tremendously, especially while signing up for college courses
this summer. | was able to transfer 36 credit hours to Loyola University and start classes that go directly

towards earning my degree in biochemistry,” states Ailynn Duarte 2021 KHS graduate.

This support is critical as 76% of the Kewanee High School student population is currently receiving
Free and Reduced Lunch and cannot afford the tuition needed to take dual credit courses without
financial assistance from the Foundation.

Your continued donations are key to reaching our goal. Won't you consider a gift of $25, $50, $100

or more to the Kewanee Schools Foundation’s 2021 Annual Fund Campaign? Your gift can be used to
support Dual Credit Scholarships, another fund of your choice, or remain unrestricted (supports areas of
greatest need). Every dollar counts, no matter how large or small!

We know the past year has been difficult due to the COVID-19 pandemic. With the vaccine roll-out, the
dark days will soon be behind us. We look forward to a brighter future with your help.

Thank you in advance for your kind contribution. It is deeply appreciated. We wish you and your loved
ones continued safety, comfort, and all the best.

Kind regards,

A g Do

Elizabeth Breedlove
Executive Director

P.S. You can either donate online at www.kewaneeshoolsfoundation.org, call us at (309)856-8702, or
send a check in the self-addressed envelope provided. All gifts are tax-deductible as allowable by law.




Robert Howe was valedictorian of the Ke-
wanee High School class of 1957. He was
convinced by a KHS teacher to go to college
instead of joining the Air Force as he planned,
even though he could afford only one year of
college with funds earned in summer jobs.
Sparked by his interest in chemistry at KHS,
Robert majored in chemistry at the Univer-
sity of lllinois. As the top freshman chemistry
student at the U of |, Robert was awarded a
scholarship. That and the income from sum-
mer jobs, including one at Dow Chemical Co.
in Michigan, enabled him to continue college
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and graduate in 1961 with a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree with Honors in Liberal Arts and
Sciences with Highest Distinction in the Cur-
riculum.

For excelling in a nationally administered,
day-long chemistry exam in his senior year,
Robert won a National Science Foundation
Fellowship to continue postgraduate studies.
He entered UCLA, where his research cen-
tered on the mechanisms of chemical reac-
tions. He obtained his PhD in physical organic
chemistry in 1965. It was at UCLA that Robert
met Ann Keith, who became his wife in 1964.

After completing his PhD, Dr. Howe began
employment at Monsanto Agricultural Chemi-
cal Company in St. Louis, MO. For 20 years, he
synthesized new organic chemicals for use in
agriculture. Robert and Len Lee co-invented
a commercial product, the herbicide safen-
er named Screen. During this time, Robert
published over 40 papers of his research in
chemical research journals and received 78
patents. Subsequently in the next eight years,
Robert conducted metabolism and environ-
mental studies of Monsanto’s commercial
herbicides to meet EPA safety requirements
for agricultural chemicals to be marketed. Dr.

Howe retired from Monsanto in 1993 as a Se-
nior Science Fellow and moved to San Diego
with his wife Ann.

Robert became an avid fisherman at age
10, Senior Amateur ice hockey player at age
32, avid tennis player at age 33 and certified
scuba diver at age 47. He scuba dived several
times in Hawaii and once in the Florida Keys.
During retirement in San Diego, Robert won
seven medals in tennis in Senior Olympics,
and deep sea fished for tuna, going out as far
as 60 miles in the Pacific in his 21-foot, cen-
ter console boat.

Ann and Robert enjoyed extensive travel-
ing. They traveled to Japan. They visited Ha-
waii on vacation 10 times and vacationed in
Germany four times. Other countries visited
were Austria, Portugal, England, and Scot-
land. Ann and Robert vacationed for three
weeks in New Zealand, where Robert went
white water rafting on the Shotover River, and
one week in Australia where Robert snorkeled
at the Great Barrier Reef.

Ann and Robert moved to Burleson, Texas,
in 2014 to be near her family. Ann is a native
Texan who grew up in north Texas.

We are proud of our alumni and would love to show you off! The Foundation plans to spotlight an alumnus/a in each
issue of Alumni Update in the future. If you would like to be considered, please send us a biography of yourself, and why
Kewanee Schools and/or Foundation is important to you.

Please send biography with photo to: Mindi Goard, Foundation Assistant via E-mail: mgoard@ksf229.org
or mail to: Kewanee Schools Foundation, 1001 N. Main Street, Kewanee, IL 61443

Dr. Chris Sullens,
superintendent of
Kewanee Commu-
nity Unit School Dis-
trict 229, has been
named the 2021
Superintendent of
Distinction by his
colleagues in the
Blackhawk Region of the lllinois Association
of School Administrators.

Sullens was honored at an awards lun-
cheon May 5 in Springfield. State Superin-
tendent Dr. Carmen Ayala was the featured
speaker, where 21 I1ASA regional Superin-
tendents of Distinction were recognized.

“| have been fortunate to be able to work
with board members who recognize the
struggles that students in poverty incur, and
they are willing to support students in all ar-
eas of academics, athletics and fine arts,”
said Sullens, who has been an educator for
35 years and superintendent for 15 years.

Those nominating Sullens noted a number
of successes during his tenure including;
e Utilized additional funds provided by
Evidence Based Funding to decrease class
size and increase the number of instructional
coaches, nurses, resource officers and sup-
port staff.
* Expanded Title | services to students in
grades K-8.
* Utilized both local and School Facilities
Sales Tax monies to add over 42,000-square
feet additions to buildings, including a com-
petition gym/foyer, restrooms, student center,
academic and vocational additions.
* Installed air conditioning and LED lighting
throughout the District. Two energy efficient
burners in two boilers were installed as well.
¢ Installed solar panels that supply 80
percent of the district’s needs and is on track
to purchase another 15 percent of electrical
supply that is generated by solar energy.
* In 1998, as Neponset High School
principal, Sullens led the successful vote to

DR. CHRISTOPHER SULLENS NAMED REGION’S TOP SUPERINTENDENT

deactivate the high school beginning with
the 1999-2000 school year.From 2006-
2014, Sullens was superintendent of both
Neponset CCSD #307 and Kewanee CUSD
#229. In 2011, the Neponset CCSD #307
became the first district in the state to go
from deactivation to annexation.
* Provided 1:1 technology in K-12 class-
rooms and in student’s homes. Each Super-
intendent of Distinction was nominated by
peers in their regions based on their com-
mitment, dedication and leadership.
“These extraordinary individuals are
exceptional leaders and difference makers
in their communities,” said IASA Executive
Director Dr. Brent Clark. “Throughout their
careers, each honoree has demonstrated
an unwavering commitment to elevating the
success of students in their districts.” The
seventh annual luncheon was again spon-
sored by Horace Mann, one of the nation’s
largest insurers focusing on the needs of
educators.



CLASS OF ‘29
Cecil T. (Pete) Watts - 11/2001

CLASS OF ‘38
Betty (Hay) Brown - 12/13/20
Mary S. Rodak - 8/7/20

CLASS OF ‘39
Leonard L. Kull - 2/17/21

CLASS OF ‘41

Marcelene (Krause) Godke - 12/31/20

Madeline (Stuhlsatz) Rodak - 1/21/20

Eileen (Bergren) Lockwood-Heltemes - 10/29/16

CLASS OF ‘42

Joe Laskosky - 11/5/17

Patricia (Dickason) Lindsey - 6/3/21
Alfonso M. Padilla - 12/31/20

CLASS OF '43

Elaine (Diericks) Carlson - 12/26/20
Eleanor (Krapausky) Drawyer - 8/8/20
Doris (Bergren) Dybdal - 11/8/20

LA F‘44
Surria (Mike) Rizk - 4/7/21
Edward (Ed) M. Tunnicliff - 5/4/21

CLASS OF ‘45

Mike Cernovich - 9/4/20

Willamae (Kirman) Dustin - 8/21/20
Kathleen (Kutchma) Johnson - 4/12/21
Bill E. Jones - 8/26/20

CLASS OF ‘46
Robert L. Norquist - 6/1/21
Jean (Swett) Rose - 1/17/21

CLASS OF ‘47

Donna (Cornelissen) Bergren - 9/30/20
Philip E. Currier - 4/14/21

William E. Frazer - 11/6/20

Lucille (Peterson) Hand - 7/22/20
Rosanne (Brady) Soliday - 7/2/20

Gola E. Waters - 9/13/20

CLASS OF ‘48

Don Emigholz - 2/21/21

Lillian “Darlene” (Moon) Moore - 11/16/20
Elaine Swartz - 12/5/20

Walt Kubiak - 2/22/15

CLASS OF ‘49

Carolyn (Roser) Borg - 1/29/21

Constance (Engel) Laschanzky

Elizabeth “Bette” (Pellan) Peterson - 3/30/21
Col. Donald C. Rocke - 9/4/17

Marcella (Walker) Smith - 2/7/21

CLASS OF ‘50

Norma (Fultz) Brignadello - 5/3/21
Robert T. DeKeyser - 1/9/21

Marion A. Kubinsky - 6/5/21
Monroe R. Kemerling, Jr.- 11/28/20

CLASS OF ‘51
Martha (Gordon) Holton - 1/4/21
Dean R. Peach - 1/14/21

CLASS OF ‘52

Gladys Ainley - 11/25/20

Donna (Lamb) Homer - 11/7/20

Kay (Williams) Smith - 1/28/21

Victoria (Grudzinski) VanWaynsberge Maas -
4/6/21

CLASS OF ‘53

Phoebe (Laymon) Armstrong - 3/15/20
Marilyn (Lambert) Charlet - 9/16/20
Emil L. Dekeyser - 12/2020

Rudolph Joseph Wolf - 9/9/20

CLASS OF ‘54

Earl Dean - 11/27/20

Maree Anne (Webber) Fischer - 4/26/21
Peter A. Fischer - 10/31/20

Joyce (McNaught) Harris - 5/29/21
Philip R. Kempin - 12/31/20

Nancy (Lams) Loughe - 9/1/20

CLASS OF ‘56

Bobie T. Jackson - 12/29/20
Fredrick R. Leggett - 11/7/20
John “Dean” Strom - 12/26/20
Dwaine E. Wager - 12/11/20

LA F ‘57
Barbara (Clarke) Carroll - 10/22/20
William D. Dolieslager - 12/10/20

Virginia “GeeGee” (Piester) Grabbe - 12/12/20

Michael Majeske - 10/27/20
Cecil G. Price - 1/24/21

LA F
Harvey A. Loughe - 2/20/21
Sandra (DeToye) Townsend - 1/29/21

CLASS OF ‘61

Glenda (Ouart) Burcham - 3/11/21
Joyce (Lowe) Gladfelter - 11/1/20
Frederick L. Sutton - 11/12/20
Roger E. Workheiser - 11/30/20

CLASS OF ‘62

Judith (Cruse) McNaught - 3/17/20
Lester “Tuffy” Metscaviz - 4/4/20
Dennis “Louie” Nyert-5/13/21

CLASS OF ‘64
Michael Belsky, Sr. - 11/27/20

LA F'
Richard S. Zang - 2/12/20

CLASS OF ‘66

Kirk A. DeBord - 9/13/20

Delores (Hicks) Nordstrom - 4/3/21
Kenneth R. Sheets - 11/23/20
Charles E. Baker - 12/3/20

CLASS OF ‘68
Steven R. Bialobreski - 9/11/20
Karen (Scott) Griffin - 1/9/21

LA F
Stephen W. Thurwanger - 4/19/21
Vaughn R. Vancil - 9/20/20
John D. Verstraete - 2/8/21

LA F‘7
James Findley - 12/8/20
Darla (Doll) House - 9/6/20
Mark Millman - 11/11/20

CLASS OF ‘71
James K. Hill - 5/28/21
Martin Hoadley - 4/25/21

CLASS OF ‘72

Mary Catherine (Beauprez) Jackson - 10/3/20
Kalvin J. Peart-2/8/21

Jacqueline (Young) Ramont - 3/9/21

CLASS OF ‘74

Jacquie Harlow-Johnston - 8/27/20
Terry (Nosalik) Stevenson - 12/13/20
Larry Verway - 12/28/20

LA F‘7
Gary Layman - 10/23/20

CLASS OF 77
William P. “Bill” Tunney - 11/10/20

LA F‘7
Richard L. “Rick” Werderman, Sr. - 8/17/20

CLASS OF ‘82
Glenda (Hampton) Wallace - 4/29/21

LA F ‘84
Kenneth M. Hilgendorf - 4/16/21

CLASS OF ‘86
Tricia R. (Vlahovich) Johnson - 2/20/21

LA F
Jason Kubiak - 11/11/20

CLASS OF ‘02
Megan Eilts - 12/1/20
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o SAVE THE DATE!

The Kewanee Schools Foundation
is celebrating its 30th Anniversary
with a special event titled

"All Aboard for Education! 30 Trips for 30 Years”

Saturday, April 23, 2022 | Midland Golf Club

Guests will have the opportunity to bid on one of 30 exciting local, regional, and national trips, as
well as trips abroad. The trips can be redeemed up to 12 to 18 months following the date of the
event. The goal of “30 Trips for 30 Years" is to raise $30,000 for Dual Credit Scholarships and the
Foundation's Unrestricted Fund, which supports the areas of greatest need.

You won't want to miss this exciting event in support of the Kewanee School District.




